
 

Brightness amongst the gloom… 

As is the pattern, our stunning weather was replaced by cool, 

overcast, and gloomy weather with more rain which has the 

countryside very wet and boggy, albeit green. Winter is a time for 

bunkering down, but outside in the wild, there is plenty of activity 

going on. Amongst the beautiful rainbows, there is evidence of 

mating and nest building. Despite no increase in the number of bird 

species observed, there are a few infrequent visitors about at the 

moment. Two big highlights for me were a pair of Peregrine Falcons 

hunting from the new stags and a large flock of at least a hundred 

Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos in the ‘Lone Pine’. 

Stunning Peregrine Falcons hunting… 

In last Friday’s evening gloom, I spotted a pair of Peregrine Falcons 

perched in the stags in the new creek line in Stage 3. The pair also 

attacked a lone Galah flying past and I watched in awe as the pair 

worked together to hunt the Galah down. Fortunately, the Galah got 

away. This is the second time I have seen these birds – late last year 

they attacked an Eastern Rosella which also managed to escape. 

 

 

Above: Peregrine Falcon pair – these birds can fly at speeds of up to 

300 km/h, nest in cliff faces and feed in a range of 20-30 kms. 
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Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos 

Amazing sight yesterday (Tuesday) when I noticed (as did Wendy and 

Brian at the end of Sunlight – thanks) a large flock of these gracious 

birds feeding on pine seeds in what I call the ‘Lone Pine’ on the 

southern edge of the main wetland. The flock was at least a hundred 

birds. I have seen them previously and mentioned them in last week’s 

‘Chatter’. They aggregate in flocks in winter, working the coastline 

particularly on pine, banksia, hakea, eucalyptus and grevillea, and 

then move into the higher country in the warmer months to breed. 

 

 

 

This was certainly a feeding frenzy – you could hear 

pine nut debris hitting the ground from about 50m 

away!  

These ‘cockies’ are graceful, majestic flyers and 

their distinctive call is a sad, wailing type of sound. 

The males are distinguished by their pink skin 

around the eye, dark bill and short crest which 

forms a type of ‘bob’ over the bill (see middle 

picture below and the two photos bottom left of a 

male bird in flight). 

 

 

 



 

What’s waddling in the wetlands 

Plenty of ducks flying after ducks at the moment and a 

few turf wars are happening as well! On the main 

wetland, in one instance, two pair of Chestnut Teal 

were trying to sort out a territory dispute and a pair of 

Grey Teal flew in for a watch. Several Pacific Black 

Ducks have been seen flying after each other in wide 

arcing circular patterns – the start of mating season?? 

 

Above: Chestnut Teal pair (male on the right) 

 

Above: Grey Teal on rock in the wetlands 

 

Above: Pacific Black Duck pair in flight 

White-faced Herons, Australian White Ibis, and Straw-

necked Ibis, have all been conspicuous around the wet 

areas of The Cape. 

 

Many thanks to Rob and Mel (Periwinkle) for sending their 

observation of Sooty Oystercatchers on the Cape beach in 

what is believed to be courting behaviour…”They were 

walking around in circles bobbing up and down with one 

another, then chase(d) each other in flight”. 

The Sooty Oystercatcher, like the vulnerable Hooded 

Plover, is another bird on our coast that is near threatened 

by our recreational activities. They are strictly coastal, 

mainly inhabit rocky shorelines but will also occupy the 

sandy beaches. Their nest is a simple scrape on the ground 

among pebbles or shells. There breeding period is from 

now until January. 

 

 

Featured Bird – The Sooty 
Oystercatcher 



  

Activity this past week includes: Eastern Yellow Robin, 

New Holland Honeyeater, White-eared Honeyeater, flocks 

of Red-Browed Finch, Superb Fairy-wren, Brown Thornbill, 

and White-browed Scrub-wren. A pair of lovely Grey 

Shrike Thrush were in beautiful melodic song in the coastal 

bush. The Grey Butcherbirds are still highly active, as are 

the Galahs, including one instance where they flocked and 

saw off a Whistling Kite.  Magpie Lark and Masked 

Lapwings have been busy protecting their territory. A flock 

of Crested Pigeon has been seen in courtship mode and 

small flocks of Eurasian Skylark are gathering in the open 

grasslands. 

 

Above: Red-browed Finch 

 

Above: Eastern Yellow Robin 

 

Bird activity for the week… 

 

Above: Grey Shrike Thrush 

 

Above: White-eared Honeyeater 

Thanks to Heather (end of Sunlight) for highlighting a 

wonderful article in the last Weekend Australia 

Magazine about birds’ alarm calls – scientific research 

reveals they “…aren’t simply shrieks but a sophisticated 

language” … that seem to alert most birds of the 

nearby dangers of predators.  Amazing, sophisticated 

behaviour!! 

 

 


