
 

Spring is in the air … and a serious 

territorial dispute is on the go!  

Looks like spring is nearly with us – what happened to the good old 

Cape Paterson winter? Bird activity has heightened in the past week 

with evidence of nest preparation and mating behaviour. I am 

currently in a serious territorial dispute with an Australian Magpie 

(the individual, the male of a pair, is pictured below) who is 

consistently attacking me as soon as I venture out to the open space 

to the west of my house. It does not appear to be swooping anyone 

else walking by, so it clearly sees me as a threat to its territory. It 

could be an interesting few weeks ahead! 

 

 

Magpies are notorious swoopers during breeding season and quite 

aggressive when anyone gets too close to their nest. The pair appear 

to be developing a nest in the swamp paperbarks on the western 

edge of the main wetland complex because that is where they are 

perched for much of the time – that is quite a distance from my 

house – so I am guessing I have been ‘recorded as a threat’ from my 

regular photographing forays over that way. 
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Heath on the edge of the coastal bush 

 

The Cape is on the traditional land 

of the Bunurong people 

 

“When we tug at a single thing in nature, 

we find it attached to the rest of the 

world…”   John Muir 
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Honeyeaters darting about 

Seven species of honeyeaters have been identified within The 

Cape to date. These birds are very fast and active and a 

challenge to photograph. At the moment there is plenty of 

action going on and some have returned from their winter 

domains. Particularly active are New Holland, Crescent, White-

eared and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters along with Red and Little 

Wattlebirds. 

 

Above: New Holland Honeyeater 

 

Above: Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

I have been setting myself a challenge to photograph these fast 

moving birds in flight to give a different perspective and to 

highlight action that is extremely difficult to view in real time 

with our eyes. Pictured right, is the Yellow-faced Honeyeater in 

split second action after taking off from a perched position. 

Sounds of The Cape 

A huge thanks to Joe Spano for sending me a recording of 

bird calls taken yesterday at the southern end of Sunlight 

Blvd which just proves the extent of birdlife in our 

surrounding coastal bush. In a 1 min 50 sec sound take, Joe 

recorded eight species which can be clearly heard and 

identified, including robins, wrens, thrush, larks and a 

lovely Spotted Pardalote (photo below for reference) 

which I am yet to see or photograph locally, but know they 

are around. 

 

If you have time to pause on your walks, especially the exit 

track to 2nd Surf Beach and F Break, and take in the sounds, 

it is amazing what you can hear but not necessarily see – it 

is buzzing with life! 

 

 



 

 

Above: Superb Fairy-wren (male and female on top) 

 

 

Above: Galah (top) and Nankeen Kestrel hovering 

 

 

 

The coastal bush and heath are coming alive with small 

birds including Superb Fairy-wren, White-browed 

Scrubwren, Brown Thornbill, Eastern Yellow Robin, the 

honeyeaters, Grey Fantail, and the return of the beautiful 

little Silvereye (ssp lateralis). Grey Shrike Thrush, Grey 

Butcherbirds and Magpie Lark are still singing beautifully 

along with the call of the Spotted Dove.  Out in the open 

spaces and grassy areas, a Laughing Kookaburra was 

spotted (they are not common here so thanks Heather). 

Crested Pigeon and Galah are extremely busy consuming 

grass seed as are Eurasian Skylark and Australian Pipit. 

Overhead, Welcome Swallows are gliding about in big 

numbers, and a lone Nankeen Kestrel has been hovering 

about. A small flock of Little Corellas has returned (thanks 

Rob J), and a single Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo flew 

over during the week. In the wetlands, Pacific Black Duck 

are still highly active in flight (they have also been seen in 

the housing area – thanks Michelle and Brendan), along 

with Chestnut and Grey Teal (thanks Gabi). White-

Necked Heron, White-faced Heron, Australian White Ibis 

have been seen flying over. The pair of Masked Lapwings 

are not venturing too far from the large wetland so I am 

keeping an eye out for any nest building (if the Magpie 

leaves me alone!!). 

 

 

Above: Crested Pigeon (aka ‘Topknot’). There is a flock of 

a dozen or so birds who are really quite at home in the 

restored creek line area. They are an indigenous species 

with beautiful iridescent colourings on the wings. 

Other Bird Observations 



  

Was it a coincidence when San M (Sunlight) queried whether we 

have Laughing Kookaburra at The Cape and the very next day one 

appeared nearby thanks to the sharp eye of Heather B (Sunlight)? 

I have only seen one Laughing Kookaburra in my year at The Cape 

and I recall a Facebook post of one seen as well by Chris D of 

Periwinkle. So, they are not common to our estate despite them 

being very common in Eastern Australia. Maybe there are not 

enough tree hollows around here for nesting sites? 

 

Above: Laughing Kookaburra (28 Sunlight Blvd) 

Dolphin correction 

Last week I included pictures of dolphins taken on a recent whale 

watching trip off Phillip Island. I named the dolphin as a Common 

Dolphin (which were around) but on re-looking at the photos 

realised it was in fact a photo of a Burrunan Dolphin (aka Southern 

Australian Bottlenose Dolphin) which is resident in Port Phillip Bay 

and along the Gippsland coast.  

 

Live stream of White-bellied Sea Eagles 

Not exactly close to home, but a fascinating live stream from 

Sydney of a Sea Eagle nest with two chicks. Thanks to Rob and Mel 

from Periwinkle for bringing it to our attention – it is worth a look. 

The not so common Laughing Kookaburra 

More bird pics from the week … 

 

Above: Little Wattlebird (south end of Sunlight) 

 

Above: Grey Butcherbird (south end of Sunlight) 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JYXuNxD

t01Y 
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