
 

End of a golden era!! 

No wind, no rain, no cloud, beautiful sunsets …. stunning days of 

glorious weather highlighted all the beauty The Cape has to offer 

over the past few days. With Covid-19 restrictions eased just a little, 

it was great to see people out and about and some of our future 

residents taking the opportunity to see their new homesites and the 

latest developments. Hopefully, there is more ‘light around the 

corner’. 

 

Above: F Break sunset, 18 May 20 

Below: Kangaroo mob on the ridge, 18 May 20 

 

The local Common Wombats have been on the move this past week. 

Jeannie H saw three along the F Break access walk at the end of 

Wilsons Rd one evening, so that is a good place to see them just after 

sunset and before it gets too dark. They appeared pretty healthy. 

There were also some fresh wombat diggings around The Cape near 

the playground and wetlands. Another “ballooning” event also 

occurred during the week. 
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The Cape is on the traditional land 

of the Bunurong people 

 

“When we tug at a single thing in nature, 

we find it attached to the rest of the 

world…” 

John Muir 
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CAPE CHATTER 



 

I love to photograph birds in flight (BIF) because it gives you a 

completely different perspective over static bird shots (or 

birds on sticks or BOS).  There is so much more character in 

the bird and you get to see some fantastic wing detail rarely 

seen with the naked eye and it is frozen in time.  

I recently captured a couple of local Honeyeaters in flight 

which came with a fair bit of luck! Apart from appropriate 

camera settings, you need to anticipate the birds flight and 

direction at take-off (observing bird behaviour) otherwise you 

are left with a blank canvas!! 

 

Above: New Holland Honeyeater 

 

Above: Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

BIRDS IN FLIGHT (BIF) … IT 
REQUIRES A BIT OF LUCK! 

Bird Observations for the Week 

Plenty of nice observations over the past week. On the 

beach, vulnerable Hooded Plovers and near-threatened 

Sooty Oystercatchers are about (trying to avoid dogs off 

leads!), as were Crested Terns (thanks Joe and Jo). Around 

the wetlands, White-necked Herons were having a squiz, 

along with a number of White-faced Herons, and Australian 

and Straw-necked Ibis. It appears the pair of Australian 

Grebe on the larger wetland have moved on at the 

moment. Closer to the bush, Honeyeaters are about 

(Crescent, White-eared, Yellow-faced, New Holland) as are 

Flame and Eastern Yellow Robins (thanks Gabi) and Red-

browed Finches, and Grey Fantails. Superb Fairy-wrens are 

still obvious, and I have seen quite a few males still in 

breeding plumage. A couple of highlights for me were 

Eastern Rosella (pictured below) and Grey Strike-thrush 

(see separate feature), both beautiful birds. 

 

 

Above: Male Superb Fairy-wren in breeding plumage 

amongst the thickets 

 



 

To feed or not to feed – that is the question? 

There are two schools of thought on whether we should feed 

birds and native animals or not. I am in the camp that believes in 

creating a natural environment and building habitat, so animals 

become part of the ecosystem and obtain their food naturally. 

This can be achieved by creating layers of vegetation and 

mulched gardens which attract food sources and provide secure 

cover. 

The other camp probably believe that feeding is okay, but is it 

really for the animals benefit or ours? If you do choose to feed 

birds, provide seeds and fruits, not processed, sugary and fatty 

foods. Feeding can also attract more aggressive, predatory birds 

and animals against smaller birds. 

 

 

Above: Australian Magpie and Little Wattlebird feeding naturally 

Grey Strike-thrush 

These birds have rather subdued grey and brown 

plumage, but they overcome their drab appearance 

with beautiful, pure mellow call songs and skilful 

feeding habits where they prop, cock their head, 

probe and glean amongst trees and shrubs. The sub-

species found around The Cape is ssp harmonica and 

they are common currently in the coastal bushland. 

 

Above: Female Grey Shrike Thrush, distinguished 

from the male (below) by a pale eye ring, grey bill and 

streaking on the throat. The male has a black bill and 

white lores (area between the bill and eye). 

  



  

Like the frozen action of a bird in flight, there is 

something magical about the look in a bird’s eye when 

captured by photography. Eyes are a distinctive 

topographical feature in many species, but for me, the 

eye tells a lot about the character and behaviour of a bird, 

be it: piercing, threatening, inquisitive, cheekiness or 

concentration. These are some of our local birds. 

 

 

I just love a ‘birds eye’  
(… not the frozen food variety!) 

 

 

Left Above: Hooded Plover (nervous, threatened?) 

Left Centre: Crested Pigeon (startled?) 

Left Below: Laughing Kookaburra (piercing - seriously 

no laughing matter!) 

Right Top: Little Raven (evil looking?) 

 

Right Bottom: White-faced Heron (threatening as it 

approached me in an erect walk!) 


