
 

The Highs and Lows of the Week … and it 

was not about the weather!! 

A see-sawing week at The Cape on the nature front. The highlight 

was humpback whale and albatross sightings – the low point was a 

vicious dog attack on our resident Kangaroo mob.  

The Good News - ‘Thar She Blows’ 

A stunning walk along the 2nd Surf beach (without camera but with 

binoculars!) on Sunday morning was made even better with four 

humpback whales sighted - three in a small pod with their distinctive 

blows - and one further out which breached. We should see further 

sightings between now and end of June. 

 

Above and Left: Picture of Humpback Whales taken 12 months ago 

from the Cape Paterson Caravan Park 

To report injured or stranded whales/dolphins, call the Whale and 

Dolphin Emergency on 1300 136 017. 

To report sightings of whales for the Two Bays Whale Project go to: 

https://www.dolphinresearch.org.au/report-sightings-page/ 

Majestical Shy Albatross 

To top the walk off, a Shy Albatross (vulnerable) was gliding over the 

waters about where the whales were blowing. A medium to large 

pelagic bird, the Shy Albatross breeds in Bass Strait and is the most 

common albatross likely to be seen along our coast. They are 

noticeable by their graceful gliding low over the water, and arcing/ 

banking flight with very few active wing beats. The picture below (for 

reference) was taken previously on a pelagic bird trip. 
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The Cape is on the traditional land 

of the Bunurong people 

 

“When we tug at a single thing in nature, 

we find it attached to the rest of the 

world…” 

John Muir 

Photography and words by David Hartney 

Email: dwhartney@bigpond.com 

Instagram: @dwhartney 

CAPE CHATTER 

https://www.dolphinresearch.org.au/report-sightings-page/


 

This small, long-billed Honeyeater is a beautiful bird. It is 

common in Tasmania but less so on the mainland. I have seen 

them on most of my recent walks along the coastal bush, 

particularly near the F Break carpark and along Wilson’s Rd. 

They often appear quickly, perched high, and have an 

‘eejik’/’jik’ call. 

 

The plumage in both sexes is different. The female (above) is  

more olive/brown and the crescent pattern on the chest is 

less distinct than the male (below), where it is black against a 

white chest. 

 

CRESCENT HONEYEATER 

Bird Observations for the Week 

On the beach, along with vulnerable Hooded Plovers and 

the Shy Albatross, Crested Terns were still about with Silver 

and Pacific Gulls. Three types of cormorants were also 

spotted, Great, Little Pied and Little Black. Around the 

wetlands, White-faced Herons are busy as are Pacific Black 

Ducks and a Willie Wagtail has been busy flitting about 

(thanks Gabi). Black Swans were seen on Wilson’s Rd. 

Crescent, White-eared, and New Holland Honeyeaters are 

busy as are Superb Fairy-wrens, White-browed Scrub-

wrens and Brown Thornbills. A couple of highlights early 

this week were two, real, beautiful kites checking out the 

open spaces: a soaring Whistling Kite and hovering Black-

shouldered Kite (both pictured in Issue Three) and a new 

sighting of an Australian Hobby near Wilson’s Rd. 

Bird count is now up to 96 species. 

 

 

Above: Pacific Black Duck on the wetland and an ‘aerial’ 

view of a White-faced Heron!! 
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Living with our resident Kangaroos 

We are privileged to have an array of wonderful native animals 

amongst us at The Cape including a healthy population of 

Eastern Grey Kangaroos. As the community develops and opens 

up to more residents and visitors, we are going to experience 

some challenges as we and the wildlife adapt to co-existence. An 

incident reported on social media posts over the weekend 

highlighted this issue. 

A big thank you to Joel Kent on the landscape team for ably 

handling another (unrelated) incident which led to a kangaroo 

being euthanised on Monday and dealing with police and wildlife 

carers from the start to the sad finish. 

A reminder - kangaroos can be unpredictable and aggressive 

towards dogs and humans if they are harassed, cornered or 

approached too quickly. The photo below (provided by a 

veterinarian friend of mine in the Macedon Ranges) – it is the 

wounds on a dog two weeks after being attacked by a kangaroo! 

 

 

On the brighter side … 

The kangaroo incidents inspired me to get out and get 

a few nice photos of these beautiful but at times 

imposing animals. I am extremely careful and 

cautious when it comes to being near Kangaroos as I 

was harassed by one many years ago at Hanging Rock 

near my previous home at Woodend (and I was just 

hanging about minding my own business). I do use a 

tele-photo lens as well to keep my distance! 

I thought I would give the subjects a name as a 

reflection of their features to go with the image! 

 

 I was going to call this big fella “Marilyn” (because of 

the dark beauty spot on the face) but it just didn’t 

feel right, so I settled on “Arnold”. 



  

Two talented females – Agnetha and Frida 

 

 

“Mamma Mia – here we go again”  
… and a youngster! 

 

The ‘GOAT’ … well just because it looks like one with 

horns and ears! 

…and one of my favourites 

 

“Merv” - named after former Aussie Test cricketer 

Merv Hughes who was famous for his limbering up and 

side stretches in front of the Bay 13 crowd at the MCG 

 


