
 

Spring into action 

As I write this, a windy blast of cold Antarctic air is about to hit The 

Cape. But last week was certainly spring like if nature was any 

indication – frog calls were noisy and abundant, an echidna 

appeared, birds were chattering amongst the bush, honeyeaters, 

small and large, were flying after each other at great speed, ducks 

were busily chasing each other in flight, Welcome Swallows were 

gliding around in large numbers … and that dreaded Magpie (my 

new best friend – not) was still swooping me! Several bird species 

also made return appearances from their warmer climes – Black-

fronted Dotterel, Silvereye, and Grey Fantail. 

Lots of chattering and struttin’ stuff 

The bush around The Cape is currently alive with noise and 

movement and plenty of small birds are strutting their stuff high on 

branches and singing out loud. 

 

Above: Common Starling, with worn plumage, has a nice call and will 

be very conspicuous in coming months 

 

Above: Male Superb Fairy-wren in full breeding colour. All of some 

10 grams in weight and with plenty of attitude - did you know this is 

one of Australia’s most promiscuous birds? 
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New Holland Honeyeater are very active and 

abundant at the moment  

 

The Cape is on the traditional land 

of the Bunurong people 

 

“When we tug at a single thing in nature, 

we find it attached to the rest of the 

world…”   John Muir 
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CAPE CHATTER 



 

A focus on finches 

There is a lovely small flock of Red-browed Finch (about 20 

birds) which are busy in the south-east corner of The Cape at the 

moment (thanks Helen T). They are often seen in a mixed flock 

with House Sparrow - it isn’t nice to see Sparrows feeding in a 

more natural environment. I have only ever seen one other finch 

species at The Cape – the introduced European Goldfinch. 

 

Above: Red-browed Finch 

 

Above: European Goldfinch and below: House Sparrow 

 

Sounds of The Cape 

Thanks to Brendan Condon for sharing his video/sound 

take on Facebook of frog calls recorded on the small south-

east wetland. Four frog species were identified by our keen 

residents – well done. The four were: Eastern Banjo Frog 

(Pobblebonk), Brown Striped (Marsh) Frog, Common 

Eastern Froglet and Verreaux’s (Whistling Tree) Frog – 

which is pictured below in the garden at 28 Sunlight. 

 

Mammal Action for the week 

Short-beaked Echidna (below) have re-appeared – thanks 

to Heather at the end of Sunlight who had one visit her 

house … and male kangaroos – plenty of them biffin’! 

 



 

 

Above: Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

 

Above: Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo 

 

Above: Eastern Yellow Robin 

I have been keeping away from the main wetlands (it is 

within the magpie danger zone), so I have spent more 

time observing activity in the coastal bush. Thanks to Joe 

Spano for his sighting of Black-fronted Dotterel and Grey 

Teal. Other waterbirds I have seen from afar include: Pied 

Cormorant, Pacific Black Duck, Chestnut Teal, White-

faced Heron, and flyovers of Black Swan and White Ibis. 

In the bush, all the honeyeaters are active: Crescent, New 

Holland, White-eared, Yellow-faced, Little and Red 

Wattlebirds. Eastern Yellow Robin are still about as are 

the energetic little birds: White-browed Scrubwren, 

Brown Thornbill, Silvereye, Grey Fantail and Spotted 

Pardalote. Apart from the ever-present Galah, Little 

Corella are showing increasing interest in the area and a 

few Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo are still feeding 

sporadically in ‘Lone Pine’. 

 

Above: White-browed Scrubwren 

 

Above: White-eared Honeyeater 

Other Bird Observations 



  

On a lovely walk along 2nd Surf last Saturday morning we came 

across a nice flock of six Hooded Plovers. When reviewing the 

photos I took I noticed a juvenile bird was amongst the flock. I am 

guessing this young bird is the one surviving chick from last year’s 

breeding season along the Cape Paterson coastline – it was hatched 

near the F Break area. 

 

Above: Hooded Plover – adult in front with juvenile behind. 

Hooded Plovers are one of Victoria’s most vulnerable birds, only 

600 birds remain, and breeding success rates are incredibly low. We 

are extremely fortunate to have a nice population at our backdoor. 

Breeding season starts from now until the end of summer and you 

will see less flocks from now as mating pairs form. Let’s hope for a 

good breeding season. 

 

Above: The Hooded Plover chick pictured on 4 Feb 20. 

A Black-fronted Dotterel pair (pictured right) appeared last 

weekend. Keep an eye out around the cleared edges of the 

wetlands for nesting and breeding activity. Although similar in 

appearance, you may confuse this bird as a Hooded Plover. You will 

not see the Hoodie in the wetlands, and it is unlikely you will see 

the Dotterel on the surf beach. 

 

Hooded Plover … the next generation 

A ‘Crested’ has fallen … 

Last week I included some pictures of Crested 

Pigeons. A flock of about a dozen birds are highly 

active feeding in the new creek line habitat. Sadly, 

as is the case in the natural world, I came across 

the feathery remains of one which I am guessing is 

the result of a fox or cat attack. 

 

 

 

Above: Black-fronted Dotterel 

 

 

 

 


