
 

A walk into the future… 

What stunning winter weather we have been having here at The 

Cape – calm, sunny days, coolish clear nights, interspersed with some 

good rainfall. The conditions have allowed the landscape team to 

really get a wriggle on in the Stage 3 Open Space project – the hard 

landscaping is just about complete in the creek-line and the walking 

tracks are starting to be cut out and laid. 

On Monday evening, I spent an hour or so as the sun came down 

walking the new creek-line tracks and taking in the natural world – it 

was fantastic. Plenty of bird activity and the kangaroo mob were in 

full form. Highlights included the normal hilarious Galah activity, a 

Black-shouldered Kite checking me out from a stag, a flock of a 

dozen or so Crested Pigeons and Masked Lapwings. To top it off, 

two very large male Kangaroos were going 15 rounds for the 

heavyweight title in the ‘Battle on the Ridge’ Imagine what this space 

is going to be like when it matures and grows with vegetation 

providing more habitat for all sorts of animals.  

 

Above: Black-shouldered Kite and Below: Galah on stag 
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Above: Black-shouldered Kite 

 

The Cape is on the traditional land 

of the Bunurong people 

 

“When we tug at a single thing in nature, 

we find it attached to the rest of the 

world…”   John Muir 
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‘Battle on the Ridge’ 

Male kangaroos learn to spar and fight from a young age – 

starting as playful behaviour when young into full scale death 

battles in the quest to be the Alpha Male. I am not sure what 

this particular exchange was about, but I am pretty sure it was 

serious business in the desire to dominate the mob and 

achieve the highest status – ensuring more sex. 

I suspected something was up when this big male Kangaroo 

(below) was displaying his presence on the ridge when the 

mob started to emerge for their evening graze. Apparently, 

this behaviour is called “bluffing” – attempting to fight when 

you don’t want a fight. 

 

All the while, life in the local mob went on, with this small 

group of females staying well away from the action. 

 

No bluffing here. Minutes later, it was on…with these two 

males hooking into each other with plenty of kicking, 

pushing, and shoving. I am not sure of the outcome as the 

pair exited stage left and disappeared into a re-entrant as 

the sun lowered gracefully on the horizon. 

 

 

 



   

The landscape team are getting well into the project 

aided by some good weather and they are really 

enjoying it. 

The hard landscaping is almost complete down the 

creek-line, comprising a series of dams and ponds 

flowing from north to south, with water feeding into 

the larger southern wetland  and the “bog” to the 

west for Snipe habitat. Jute mat, mulch beds, habitat 

logs and rocks will provide wonderful habitat areas 

when planted out. There are also some fantastic 

viewing and seating areas complemented by pocket 

parks. Each side of the creek, walking tracks meander 

with two crossing points. 

 

 

Above: Top picture is the ‘Top Dam’ looking south 

down the creek-line. Bottom picture is the 

‘Convergence Pond’ holding the water from the 

creek-line and re-entrant  running in from the west. 

Both water  features contain some wonderful habitat 

logs and rocks with good viewing points.  

CREEK-LINE PROGRESS 

The Landscape Team 

 

 

 

Landscaping team on the job and walking track 

construction below. 

 



 

 

Above: A previous photo I have taken of a juvenile 

Pacific Gull. Plumage is mainly brown with a black bill. 

Mammal Mutterings around The 

Cape 

Thanks to new residents San and Trevor (Sunlight) for 

letting me know about seeing an antechinus (unsure of 

type) near their new home. Jeannie H came across a 

microbat in the screening around the heat exchange 

pump! Again, unsure of type, but these are wonderful 

sightings of what will reside amongst us! So please be 

wary and careful. 

Is it Mange or Not?? 

Further to last week’s story about mange in wombats. 

Apparently, there can be three reasons for fur 

disturbance in wombats: mange, wombat on wombat 

fights and dog on wombat fights. Mange Management 

Victoria advise if you see suspected wombat fur 

damage, send a photo too them for it to be checked 

out. Easier said than done sometimes!  We managed to 

get a photo of the suspected mangey wombat (below) 

but are still waiting for advice on whether it is. 

 

Pacific Gulls are beautiful birds seen regularly along our 

coast, but interestingly, are listed as “near-threatened” in 

Victoria. They are larger than the more common Silver Gull. 

Our bird is ssp pacificus. The ssp georgii reside in South 

and Western Australia. The plumage of Pacific Gulls 

depends on their maturity. Recently I managed to 

photograph three birds together of different age/plumage 

– presumably, they are part of a family group. 

 

Above: Adult bird is all white, black band on tail, yellow bill 

with bright red ‘lipstick’ tips on both mandibles. 

 

Above: On the left, an immature bird probably in its 1st year 

plumage (brownish, buff scaling, bill is pale with black tips 

with a bit of white around the head). On the right, an 

immature bird probably in its 2nd year plumage, more 

mottled brown plumage with yellow bill and black tips. It 

can take the immature birds up to 3 to 4 years to attain 

their adult plumage. 

Thanks to Jane C (Sunlight) also for observing and enquiring 

about Pacific Gulls. 

Featured Bird – Pacific Gull 



  

Plenty of activity again this past week. With the rain and 

wet paddocks, there was a spectacular sight on Wilson’s Rd 

where many hundreds of Straw-necked Ibis flocked to 

feed. They have been seen flying in large formations as well 

nearby and overhead The Cape. Black Swans have been 

seen flying past as have Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos 

(keep your eyes out for them in the Lone Pine near the 

wetlands). Small birds spotted include Eastern Spinebill, 

Eastern Yellow Robin, New Holland Honeyeater. Closer to 

the homes, Grey Butcherbirds, Galahs, the Wattlebirds, 

Magpie Lark and Masked Lapwings (they should be in 

breeding mode now so be careful) are ever present. Pacific 

Black Duck, Chestnut Teal and White-faced Heron remain 

active in small numbers in the wetlands. Overhead, 

Whistling Kite and Black-shouldered Kite are about. 

 

New Holland Honeyeater (above) and Whistling Kite  

 

Bird activity for the week… 

 

Above: Straw-necked Ibis are colourful iridescent birds 

Below: Eastern Spinebill – a winter visitor to The Cape 

 

 

Above: Superb Fairy-wren. Is it a male or a female? I 

was having a chat with new resident and keen birder 

Peter W of Sunlight and we got talking about Fairy-

wrens and colouring, especially about males with blue 

colour retention in the “off-season”. Can anyone guess 

what sex this wren is? 

 

 


