
 

Cape Chatter website launched 

For those that may have missed it, the new Cape Chatter website 

https://capechatter.com was launched earlier this week. You can 

subscribe to receive the Cape Chatter newsletter/blog automatically 

into your email inbox by following the subscription/follow 

instructions on the Home Page of the website. (This saves me some 

time maintaining email lists, your email is not shared with anyone 

else, and you can unsubscribe automatically at any time). The 

website is packed full of useful links, information and photos, a bird 

list that is current and downloadable. The website will be updated 

regularly with new nature observations as they occur. 

The Latham’s Snipe has returned … 

A big thanks to The Cape residents Jeannie and Gabi who helped me 

conduct our first Latham’s Snipe survey for the season last Saturday 

in windy, wintery conditions. After about two hours of stomping 

around in our gumboots, we finally managed to flush one Snipe out 

of the bog near the central wetland complex. This is a spot they have 

been seen before and is confirmation this area is favourable Snipe 

habitat, and the reason the restored creek line was modified near its 

junction with the wetland to accommodate these amazing birds. 

 

The Latham’s Snipe picture above was taken in The Cape wetlands 

earlier this year. They are an extremely illusive bird to see and 

photograph, are well camouflaged and hide amongst grasses in 

boggy habitat, only emerging to feed around dusk and dawn. 

Why are they amazing – they undertake an incredibly long, migratory 

journey of up to 12,000 kms from northern Japan and north-east 

Russia after breeding, and migrate south to south-east Australia to 

feed and escape the northern winter. They were hunted widely in 

years past, there numbers are critically low, and they are listed as a 

VULNERABLE species. So it is great to see them back here and 

making use of the valuable restored habitat The Cape is providing. 

More information on the Snipe at https://capechatter.com including 

a link to the Latham’s Snipe Project web site on the Home Page. 
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Coastal Tee Tree (Leptospermum laevigatum) 

is in flower throughout the remnant bush land 

 

The Cape is on the traditional land 

of the Bunurong people 

 

“When we tug at a single thing in nature, 

we find it attached to the rest of the 

world…”   John Muir 
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Above: Silvereye (ssp lateralis) pictured at The Cape last week. 

 

Above: Silveryeye ssp lateralis amongst the melaleuca flowers  

A lot of the birds around The Cape are 

migrants and they do not just come from 

far away places like the northern 

hemisphere. Many come back from other 

haunts within Australia at various times of 

the year. The Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo 

is a winter visitor and spends more time in 

the higher ranges inland during the 

warmer months; the Cuckoos I mentioned 

last week arrive here in spring after 

spending the cooler months further north; 

the various Robins come and go; the 

Black-fronted Dotterels re-appear here in 

spring returning from inland Australia.  

But one special bird, the Silvereye, is a 

mighty little migrant. Future resident 

Robyn Shallard reminded me of this 

during the week about the amazing 

journey these birds make moving up and 

down  the south east of Australia. One 

sub-species,  ssp lateralis, weighing in at 

around an average 12 grams, visit us at 

The Cape from Tasmania … imagine 

something that small flying across the 

rough Bass Strait! Remarkable. 

We are home to two sub species – the 

westernensis and lateralis at The Cape. 

These little birds arrive here in spring and 

are quite at home at the moment feeding 

in small groups on flowers and fruits 

throughout the coastal reserve and its 

edges and can be seen in the south east 

sector of The Cape regularly. 

The Tasmania sub-species lateralis is 

distinguished by rich brown flanks on its 

chest, otherwise it looks pretty much the 

same as the westernensis. 

SPEAKING OF REMARKABLE 
MIGRATORY BIRDS …. 



 

 

Above: White-necked Heron like boggy/marshy areas 

 

Above: White-faced Heron in flight over The Cape last week 

 

Above: White-faced Heron landing in the top of a tree near 

the south east sector natural wetland last week. 

 

A big week for Gabi… 

Good spotting this week from resident and emerging 

birding enthusiast Gabi (Sunlight). Not only did she finally 

see the Latham’s Snipe (I really believed she thought I 

had made the whole Snipe thing up!) but she also 

reported sightings of Eastern Rosella, White-necked 

Heron, and eight tiny ducklings which she thinks may be 

Chestnut Teal (an adult pair were nearby the next day) in 

the central wetland complex. This is in addition to the 

seven Grey Teal ducklings seen a couple of weeks ago. 

Well done Gabi. 

Keep your eyes out if moving around the wetland walking 

paths as there is plenty to see. You have to be patient as 

these waterbirds tend to hide amongst the thick, 

surrounding sedges and rushes and emerge periodically 

… you may even see a Snipe if you are lucky! 

 

Above: Chestnut Teals on the wetlands last December – a 

juvenile is in the middle with adult male and female  

 

Above: Eastern Rosella at The Cape 

The Eastern Rosella is not an uncommon bird but is seen 

irregularly at The Cape. Its favourite location appears to 

be in the south east sector of The Cape, but sometimes it 

can be seen in and around the housing area.  

White-necked Heron are seen around the wetland and 

boggy areas but are less common than the smaller 

White-faced Heron (see left). 

 

  



 

I have been spending a bit of time in the south east sector 

of The Cape (mainly avoiding Darcy the Magpie around 

the wetland and creek line). This area runs from south of 

the dog park along the walking track to the 2nd Surf car 

park area. It is alive with melaleuca blossom at the 

moment. It is an amazing spot to see water birds in the 

natural wetland, listen to frog calls, spot all sorts of little 

and medium bush birds, spot the south east Roo mob 

lounging about…and a few snakes I am guessing. Pause 

occasionally and look or listen for the wildlife – there is 

lots to observe. 

 

Above: Pacific Black Duck in flight – south east sector 

 

Above: Little Pied Cormorant in the SE natural wetland 

Below: The inquisitive Grey Fantail on SE track 

 

 

Above: The ever-busy New Holland Honeyeaters are 

everywhere and do not stay still for the camera! 

 

Above and Below: Small birds like the Red-browed Finch 

and Superb Fairy-wren are seen often 

 

South-East Sector …a wildlife 

hotspot 



 

The Faces of the Mob 

The continuing series of portrait photos of our 

south-east area Eastern Grey Kangaroo mob 

taken during the past week. The middle picture is 

of a monster male – check out the claws!! 

 

 

 

We have been finding some amazing looking caterpillars in 

our home garden this past week. I have not got a clue what 

they are and whether they are to become moths or butterflies 

– does anyone know? They certainly had a good munch on 

one of our Hakea! Might be worth checking some of your 

more precious plants in your garden to see what is visiting at 

the moment! 

 

 

 

Pretty scary looking hairy caterpillars 

in the garden! 


