
 

Plenty of action this week … 

There was so much action this past week that I probably have 

enough material for several issues of Cape Chatter!  

On the observation side of things, the highlights included: a very 

rewarding walk (with cameras) with fellow resident and ‘bird 

whistler’ Joe Spano; the increased bird activity with the flowering of 

the Capeweed (Dandelion) in the open grasslands; and new bird 

sightings of Rufous Whistler (thanks Gabi) and Little Grassbird in the 

wetland taking the bird tally to 103. The Bird List has been updated 

and you can check it out or download it from the The Cape Birds 

menu of the Cape Chatter website: https://capechatter.com 

A Whistling Beauty … 

Joe and I were mesmerised last Sunday morning by the absolutely 

beautiful song of an Olive Whistler which gave us the full repertoire 

of calls over a 45 minute period near the track going up to the big 

sand dune in the South East Sector of the coastal reserve. This is a 

bird we have both heard but hadn’t seen – it is illusive - so it was a 

great find through Joe’s detective work. 

 

Above: Male Olive Whistler in full voice 

The Olive Whistler is unobtrusive. It feeds in low shrubs and on the 

ground and inhabits the dense undergrowth of coastal scrub and 

taller heath. So, to see it emerge, perch and perform as it did, was a 

wonderful experience. This is the first time either of us had seen this 

species so to get a few action shots was great. 
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Little Corella pair preening after a hard day 

foraging in the grasslands 

 

The Cape is on the traditional land 

of the Bunurong people 

 

“When we tug at a single thing in nature, 

we find it attached to the rest of the 

world…”   John Muir 

 

Photography and words by David Hartney 

Eastern Yellow Robin photographs by 
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The male Olive Whistler (pictured above and below) has a grey 

head/breast, mottled white throat and the remainder is mostly brown 

olive. There are five known sub-species, our resident is the ssp 

battychroa, but what surprised Joe and I was this bird performed a range 

of calls of the other known sub-species according to our ‘call app’. 

 

On the walk, we also observed an adult and juvenile Eastern Yellow 

Robin, which Joe manged to photograph … the juvenile a cute bird with 

it’s emerging yellow plumage. Great shot by Joe. The adult pictured on 

the right was also photographed by Joe. 

 

More on the Short-tailed Shearwater 

migration from Alaska mentioned last Issue. 

The birds arrived on the ‘Island’ on 4 October 

after their 12,000 km flight (they were about a 

week late of their normal time). Up to 1.5 

million birds have nesting colonies on Phillip 

Island. They can often be seen “feeding on the 

wing’ in their thousands along our Bunurong 

coast – it is a great sight, so keep your eyes 

out when walking along the coast.  

Bandicoot diggings … 

Good spotting by Brendan C who noticed 

some interesting small marsupial diggings on 

the ancient sand dune ridge in the south west 

sector. On investigation, it looks like a 

Southern Brown Bandicoot has been out and 

about. They are considered a threatened 

species. 

 

Below: Adult Eastern Yellow Robin 

photographed by resident Joe Spano. The 

juvenile left will grow into this plumage over 

time. 

 

 

SOME LOCAL CHATTERINGS …. 



 

Capeweed comings and goings 

With all the Capeweed flowering, plenty of grass/flower and insect 

feeding birds are around at the moment, especially: White-fronted 

Chat, European Goldfinch, Australian Pipit, Eurasian Skylark, Eastern 

Rosella, Galah, Little Corella, and Crested Pigeon. 

 

 

 

From the Top: European Goldfinch, Eastern Rosella and White-

fronted Chat (female) amongst the Capeweed 

A day in the lives of Black-fronted 

Dotterels … 

The pair of Black-fronted Dotterel do not appear to 

have been disturbed by the community planting 

activity in the central creek line complex last 

Sunday. I spent an hour or so following them down 

the creek late on Tuesday afternoon watching 

them enjoy life: feeding, bathing, and mating! 

 

 

 

From the Top: Black-fronted Dotterel feeding, 

bathing, and working on the next generation along 

the creek line. 

 



 

What’s Waddling in the Wetlands 

Pacific Black Duck, Chestnut Teal and Grey Teal are about the 

wetlands at the moment. No sign of any multiple numbers of 

ducklings since the last observations by Gabi, but a lone 

downy young Teal was spotted a couple of days ago. 

 

 

 

 

From the Top: Chestnut Teal (female and male), downy 

young Teal (unsure of species) and Pacific Black Duck 

 

The Secretive Little Grassbird … 

There is more than ducks, frogs, sedges, and rushes in 

the wetlands. A distinctive, piping, whistling call of ‘p-

pee-pee’ got me interested enough to sit amongst the 

wild, wetland vegetation. It is the first time I have heard 

the call and with some patience, I was rewarded by a 

brief glimpse for the first time of a Little Grassbird.  

 

 

 



 

Another Whistler Appears 

Gabi has been on the ball! She noticed an 

unusual bird on her house front deck in 

Periwinkle, snapped a photo and identified it 

as a Rufous Whistler … another first sighting 

for our bird list. A great songster this time of 

year, it was seen in a very unusual location – 

they are more likely to be found in the bush. 

 

Above: Rufous Whistler (male). This is not the 

actual bird, but I have included this picture 

(from my previous home) for reference if you 

happen to see it around. 

More kudos for Gabi – she spotted a pair of 

New Holland Honeyeater near San and 

Trevor’s house on Sunlight. Also unusual as 

they are predominantly seen in the bush and 

coastal heath, but a good sign they are 

starting to explore the street habitats. 

Aussie Backyard Bird Count 

The Aussie Backyard Bird Count is on from 

19-25 October. “By participating, you will be 

helping Birdlife Australia find out about the 

birds that live where people live. This is 

especially important because it’s these more 

common species that give us the best 

indication of the health of the environment — 

think of birds as a barometer for nature”. Only 

takes 20 minutes and it is fun! To participate, 

register at https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/ 

 

Pretty scary looking hairy caterpillars 

in the garden! 

We had an interesting visitor pass through our home yesterday … a 

Blotched Blue-Tongue Lizard. He was soaking up the sun and moving 

around slowly. When threatened, they can hiss, stick out their tongue 

and lunge. They feed on fruit, flowers, and slow-moving animals such 

as snails and beetles. Keep an eye for them on the roads as they 

warm up and in your garden habitats!  

 

 

 

 

Reptiles beginning to emerge … 

https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/


 

Welcome Swallows have been busy 

There has been plenty of action by Welcome Swallows around 

The Cape over the past couple of months. They have been 

actively flying around, gathering nesting material, building nests 

and breeding. They never appear to stop moving! I was lucky 

enough to photograph what looks like a few juveniles taking a 

rest on a fence in the creek line while I was observing the Black-

fronted Dotterels go about their business. 

 

In case you missed it … 

Although a little distance from our observation area, some 

residents and locals may have seen the carcass of a large stingray 

on the western end of First Surf beach last Saturday.  

Initially thought to be a Skate, feedback from an enquiry to 

Museum Victoria by Jeannie H suggests the animal was more 

likely to be a Smooth Stingray (or possibly a Black Stingray).  

The Ray was about 3 meters long (tail and body). Unfortunately, 

it was lying on its back, so identification was made more 

problematic. Museum Victoria also believe the tail may have 

been shortened by a fisher, so it is possible the ray suffered its 

demise from fishing activity. 

 

 

Feral predators 

One of the downsides of my walk with Joe Spano 

was seeing an exceptionally large and scruffy 

(albeit healthy) looking feral cat within meters of 

where we were watching the beautiful Olive 

Whistler. Feral cats are so destructive to our small 

native marsupials and indigenous birds and are 

responsible for killing millions of small animals a 

year. 

 

Above: Feral Cat pictured near where we were 

watching the Olive Whistler. I wonder how much 

damage it inflicted on native animals during the 

previous night. It headed off into the dunes!! 

 

Above: The Red Fox is another of our local feral 

predators in healthy numbers that hunt native 

animals. This picture was taken as one emerged 

from the coastal reserve. 


