
 

Stunning sunset … 

It has been a mix of weather this past week – calm days blended with 

a good old Cape wind blast, thunderstorms, dusty skies … a bit of 

everything really. Nature has shifted into another gear with the 

warmth – land birds are busily feeding and teaching their new 

offspring, some are still looking for nest sites, migrant waders have 

arrived on the beaches and wetlands. But one of the natural 

highlights of the week was a stunning sunset splashing rich colours 

across the sky. 

 

 

These photos were taken from near the appropriately named 

Sunlight Boulevard within The Cape looking out over the ancient 

sand dune ridge situated in the south west corner of the estate. 

Eastern Rosellas taking up residence?? 

Last issue I wrote about the installation of some nesting boxes in the 

new habitat stags in the restored creek line for Eastern Rosellas … 

well it appears that a pair are still looking where to nest and have 

been very interested in one of the boxes.  
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Yesterday, we were very excited to notice the female had finally entered 

the nesting box in the south most habitat stag to check it out with again, 

the male taking guard. They are there again today!! 

 

We are unsure whether they will use the box, but we see it as a very 

positive sign that they keep going back to it and checking it out and this is 

the first instance we have seen the female within the box. Let’s keep the 

fingers crossed. It is over to them now! 

A big thanks again to Graeme McAlpine who made the box from recycled 

building products collected in The Cape … he is one very excited chap!!! 

Eastern Rosellas … 

A small group of Eastern Rosellas has been 

quite conspicuous around The Cape over the 

past month or so, their arrival coinciding with 

the flowering of the Capeweed Dandelion. 

These birds require old, hollowed trees to 

nest and there is a dearth of these habitat 

trees along this part of the coast. These 

particular birds have been active around some 

of the houses looking for spots and have 

found the one pretty poor hollow in a stag 

just below the Top Dam. I have been keeping 

an eye on the creek line and can report daily 

visits to both that one tree hollow and the 

nesting box in the most southern stag. 

 

 

Above: Female checking out the poor natural 

hollow while the male (in the bottom photo) 

keeps watch. 



  

Last week I came across three Latham’s Snipe in the 

vicinity of the natural wetland in the south east sector 

of The Cape. Keep an eye out along the exit track 

toward 2nd Surf. Thanks also to new resident Marcus 

from Sunlight Blvd who reported seeing one snipe in 

flight from the ‘Bog’ as well. 

Snipe usually forage at night, dusk and dawn and are 

rarely seen during the day unless disturbed or “flushed 

out” from their roosting site after which they take to 

flight, make a rasping alarm call and conduct a circled 

flight pattern before descending rapidly into a new 

hidden location. The pictures below were taken in the 

south east sector showing the bird in flight after being 

flushed. 

 

 

Latham’s Snipe were once in good numbers along this 

coast but are now listed as a vulnerable species. These 

remarkable birds travel from their breeding grounds in 

northern Japan/Russia to spend the summer in south 

east Australia – a journey of some 12,000 kms. The 

Cape is involved in annual Snipe Surveys to better 

understand this species – see the Cape Chatter 

website for more details. 

Latham’s Snipe around 

Other migrant waders also about … 

Thanks to long-time local Cape Paterson resident and 

birder Geoff Glare for reporting the sighting of three 

migrant wader species – Sanderling, Pacific Golden 

Plover and Red-necked Stint around F Break and on 

rocks along 2nd Surf Beach. Pacific Golden Plover are on 

our list already but the other two are new 

observations, taking our bird list to 106. These are all 

remarkable small birds who migrate to Australia from 

the northern hemisphere for summer.  

These small migrant waders are hard to see and 

identify. I find by looking for sudden flock movement in 

flight (a sudden splash of silver on the horizon) or 

unusual quick movement across the sand a useful way. 

They are usually wary and take to flight fairly quickly. 

The pictures below are for identification purposes – I 

have taken them in other parts of Australia. 

 

Above: Red-necked Stint. Usually seen in small flocks, a 

tiny bird about 15cm long that come from the foothill 

tundras of arctic Siberia. A common migrant found in 

many locations around Australia. 

The Sanderling, from the high Arctic, is less common 

but larger than the Red-necked Stint (21cm in length). 

From a distance they can look very similar in their non-

breeding plumage and often roost together. The lone 

Sanderling seen was loosely associated with three 

Hooded Plovers which is not uncommon behaviour.  

 

Above: Pacific Golden Plover. Also seen in small flocks, 

bigger than the Red-necked Stint, about 25cm long. 

They migrate from northern Siberia. 

 



 

 

Above: New Holland Honeyeater – still highly active. Do 

they ever stop? 

 

Above: Yellow-faced Honeyeater – often seen flying 

quickly around in pairs chasing each other! 

 

Other bird activity in the area 

The windy days have made bird-watching and 

photographing difficult, but there is still plenty happening. 

The wetlands are relatively quiet – Duck, Teal and Grebe 

sightings are few. I can still hear the occasional call of the 

Little Grassbird in the central wetland complex, a Little 

Pied Cormorant and Pied Cormorant have been about 

there as well. Australian White Ibis and White-faced Heron 

are feeding in the bog regularly. No sign of Black-faced 

Dotterel currently. 

Away from the wetlands and in the grasslands, the 

Eurasian Skylarks are still singing and hovering overhead, 

and several Australian Pipits are scurrying about. Closer to 

the bush, New Holland Honeyeaters, Yellow-faced 

Honeyeaters, the Wattlebird, Superb Fairy-wren, Brown 

Thornbill, Grey Fantail, Yellow Robin, Spotted Pardalote, 

European Goldfinch, and Silvereye are aplenty. A Black-

faced Cuckoo Shrike was seen flying into the coastal 

reserve and the occasional calls from Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

and Shining Bronze-Cuckoo can be heard. A very small 

flock of Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo  (bottom right) are 

still about – I thought they would have moved inland by 

now? The young Australian Magpie and Little Raven are 

learning the skills of ‘living at The Cape’. Darcy’s offspring 

have been seen clashing with several Little Ravens already 

and the Little Ravens have already found our birdbath for 

dunking lunch! 

 

Above: Australian Magpie (a Darcy offspring) learning the 

art of watching and potentially ambushing me when it 

grows up! 

 



  

A ‘Royal Spoonbill’ vs ‘Australian 

White Ibis’ in flight … 

Last week I featured the beautiful Royal Spoonbill seen in 

the wetland bog. To me, when in flight, these birds can look 

similar, (large, white, graceful birds with long bills) so I 

thought I would feature the key differences to look for. 

 

Above: Royal Spoonbill in flight. Straight spoon shaped bill, 

black face and forehead, striking all white plumage. In flight, 

steady, rapid shallow wing beats. A flatter flight profile. 

 

Above: Australian White Ibis in flight. Long curved bill with 

black head and neck. Sometimes grubby white plumage, 

with black wing tips. Graceful, strong rapid wing beats 

interspersed with glides. Often seen in a ‘V formation’ flock. 

Are there Koalas about? 

There is a small healthy population of Koala in Cape 

Paterson and this time last year a Koala was heard grunting 

in the south east sector of The Cape where there is some 

remnant Coastal Manna Gum. New resident Marcus recently 

heard a mating call in the same sector so keep your ears 

open when using the south east exit track heading toward 

2nd Surf and let me know if you hear any calls. 

 

A ‘macro’ take on a ‘micro’ world 

It has been a bit windy for some macro 

photography, but I have managed to get a couple 

of shots of our tiny world at work when it was still. 

 

Above: Hoverfly on a Common Everlasting flower 

 

Above: Wingless Grasshopper?? on a Billy Button 

flower 

 
Above: Blue Damselfly on a reed stem in the creek 

Lewin’s Rail sighting 

Out side of our area of observation (AO), but 

spotted a Lewin’s Rail dangerously crossing 

(dashing for cover) the Cape-Wonthaggi Rd just 

past Seward Dve – an uncommon bird rarely seen 

as it occupies wetland and dense vegetation. 

Promising observation as they may take an 

interest in The Cape wetland habitat as it evolves, 

if they survive!  

 

 


