
 

A wild start to summer … 

Well, the first week of summer has been a windy one. As I sit here 

penning this issue of Chatter,  the winds have been gusting up to 80 

km/h from the west/north west along with the occasional Cape 

Paterson ‘squall’. I was hoping to do a feature on the growth of the 

plants in the new creek line with some macro shots of the emerging 

flowers on the ephemeral plants, but wind and macro photography 

don’t go together. However, I did do a couple of walks along the new 

creek line tracks to check things out and some of those observations 

feature in this issue. 

 

I was intrigued by this cloud formation during the week which was 

over the sea and being pushed in a south easterly direction. I took 

this photo with my i-phone looking over the central wetland 

complex. Does anyone know the name of this cloud formation? 

Another frog species added to our list! 

We are now up to seven frog species at The Cape with an 

observation/picture of what I believe is a Spotted Marsh Frog (aka 

Spotted Grass Frog), pictured below.  

 

I am finding it a challenge to identify frogs despite the close up 

picture as many of the same species have different colourings. I am 

happy to be corrected if I am wrong on this one! 
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OK … I am now pretty confident that we have nesting 

activity in the nesting box installed in the southern 

most stag in the creek line. Isn’t that great? If so, what 

a great result in such a short time – but we still have a 

way to go. 

Graeme McAlpine and I have seen enough activity to 

come to this conclusion and I also managed some 

photographic evidence during the week to confirm 

this. 

My go to reference “Australian Parrots” by Joseph M 

Forshaw (1981) says of Eastern Rosella breeding: 

“Incubation lasts nineteen days and only the female 

broods. Two or three times each day she leaves the 

nest for brief periods to feed with and be fed by the 

male.” 

 

The male Eastern Rosella arrives at the top of the stag 

and then moves into position to call to female in the 

box, before moving down to a lower limb nearer the 

box. 

 

Eastern Rosella nesting update 
… and the female appears, then off … 

 

Suddenly, the female appears at the nest opening (I 

was not quick enough to get that photo!!) and flies out 

of the box. 

 

The male and female head off toward the Coastal 

Reserve, presumably to feed and preen. 

Not long after this, another Eastern Rosella landed 

near the nesting box before flying off. I wonder if this 

was an offspring from the previous year, as these birds 

often accompany their parents in establishing the 

breeding territory away from the larger flock which is 

reformed after breeding season? 

So, what happens next?  

As I reported last week, assuming all goes according to 

plan, I am hoping to see/hear hatching activity 

occurring around the period 8-10 December. 

According to Forshaw, a clutch of 4-9 eggs, but usually 

5, are laid. Newly hatched chicks are fed by the female, 

who in turn is fed by the male, but from about the 

tenth day, after hatching, the chicks are fed by both 

parents. About 35 days after hatching, the chicks leave 

the nest. 

 

 

 



 

More creek line activity … 

 

Above: White-faced Heron, resting and preening on 

the log. 

 

Above: Black-fronted Dotterel feeding in the ‘bog’. 

I have only noticed a single Black-fronted Dotterel 

working up and down the creek line, so I am unsure 

where the pair seen mating some weeks back have 

gone, as I have not noticed any nesting activity. I will 

keep a look out as it may be well placed and not 

obvious. 

 

Above: Black-fronted Dotterel walking along the 

granitic sand walking path near the ‘middle pond’ 

crossover bridge. 

 

 

 

It might look a bit barren at the moment, but the 

plants are starting to “pop” and the fauna is moving 

in. If you take a quiet stroll along the creek, you 

might be surprised what you see. 

The kangaroos are feeling more at home and 

occasionally, they come quite close to you. Please let 

them go about their business and do not alarm 

them in any way. It is best to give way to them, and 

they will become more accustomed to our activity. 

 

Above: Kangaroo pair in the ‘bog’ area, late 

afternoon, after emerging from the Coastal Reserve. I 

think I interrupted some intended “hanky-panky”! 

In the ‘bottom pond’, a particular habitat log seems 

to be a favourite perching spot for White-faced 

Heron and Crested Pigeon. 

 

Above: Crested Pigeon rests on a log after drinking 

from the pond. I just love their iridescent colourings. 

 

A wander down the creek line 



 

Little Pied Cormorant active in The 

Cape creek line as well … 

The southern most stag in the creek line which contains the 

Rosella nesting box has become a popular perching spot for many 

different birds, but a particular Little Pied Cormorant is quite at 

home there surveying the surrounding scene of The Cape and has 

been very active in the central wetlands feeding. 

 

 

Above: Little Pied Cormorant  perched in the stag. At one point, 

one of our Eastern Rosellas was sitting in the stag in the exact 

same spot where the Cormorant wanted to land – the Cormorant 

won his prime real estate position and the Rosella flew off. 

 

A Willie Wagtail pair (pictured above) have also 

been quite active along the creek line. Although a 

very common bird in some parts of Australia, they 

are not seen often around The Cape. 

 

Another lovely little ground bird often seen on the 

edges of the creek line is the Australian Pipit 

(pictured above and below). They blend in 

beautifully with the drying grasses, mulch and 

habitat logs, so you really need to notice their 

movements to track onto them. They also have a 

habit of flicking their tail when they land after 

taking short flights low to the ground, and 

occasionally sit on a log or high structure to see 

what is going on around them. 

 

. 

 

STEP 5: Plants are ready for delivery to the next 



  

Bird activity in The Cape 

The week has seen a real shift in bird activity around The 

Cape with lots of young birds emerging from nests to start 

life at The Cape.  

The wetlands are still relatively quiet for waterbird 

species, but the Welcome Swallows make up for it 

swooping and gliding beautifully over the waters. In the 

open grasslands and along the edge of the Coastal 

Reserve, have a look up and overhead it is full of birds 

flying back and forward with bills full of worms and other 

morsels, especially the introduced species such as 

Common Starling (with some wonderful small 

murmuration’s – synchronised flock flight) and Common 

Myna (these birds are not seen most of the year). Little 

Ravens can be seen in bigger numbers, the juvenile 

Australian Magpies are learning the skill of feeding with 

their parents. The Little Corella have disappeared, and the 

wonderful Galah are starting to re-appear. Grey 

Butcherbird are constantly on the lookout for nests to raid 

(it has been seen sitting in the Rosella stag!) 

European Goldfinch are active around the edge of the 

Coastal Reserve now that the Capeweed has stopped 

flowering and are busily raising their young. A juvenile 

Goldfinch is pictured below. 

 

Brendan Condon sent me a note to tell me of the Red and 

Little Wattlebirds feeding on the blue seed of the Dianella 

plants which are planted throughout our streetscapes. 

As mentioned last issue, with most of the blossom and 

nectar sources drying up, many of the birds are now 

resorting to feeding on the wing and gleaning from the 

branches of shrubs and trees for seeds, insects and grubs. 

The feeding activity is frenetic as there are hundreds and 

hundreds of mouths to feed!! 

 

Above: Common Myna (aka Indian Myna) is an 

introduced species that is quite at home in urban 

environments. Fortunately, they are not too common 

at The Cape at the moment. They should not be 

confused with the native Noisy Miner I featured last 

issue. 

 

Above: The Little Wattlebird is one of our most active 

birds all year round in the streetscapes, feeding on 

both the nectar of the Coastal Banksia, seeds from 

the understory plants and insects. 

Micro bats are about … 

Thanks also for Brendan and Tad for letting me know 

about the increased numbers of microbats appearing 

in the evening skies – we will hopefully get a chance 

to check the bat boxes in the creek line in the new 

year for any sign of inhabitants. 

 



  

Joeys with attitude … 

The local mob of Eastern Grey Kangaroos is looking 

quite healthy at the moment and there are plenty of 

joeys out and about learning how to live at The Cape. 

‘Green Beach’, the resting area beyond the central 

wetland, is a great place to see the joeys learn and play. 

The mothers often use the wetlands as a nursery area 

so they can have some rest from carrying their loads!  

 

It is best not to get too close to the joeys in these 

situations as they will panic and possibly run into 

structures and hurt themselves. Mother might get 

angry as well! Using binoculars to get a better look is a 

better option, just like me using a telescopic lens to 

get photos close-up. 

 

Interesting creatures on the sands  

My ‘research assistant’ Jeannie is always looking 

for interesting creatures on our beaches and often 

shoots off an enquiry to the very helpful 

Museums Victoria to ascertain what she has 

photographed on her i-phone. It is a change from 

birds and kangaroos! 

 

Above: Cyanea annaskala, a true jellyfish which 

has 8 lobes surrounding the bell shape. In large 

numbers, they can cause stinging to humans. They 

eat small fish and crustaceans. 

 

Above: Rocket Siphonophorea. A jellyfish about 2 

cm long sometimes confused with squirts. 

Carnivorous, this small, transparent bell-shaped 

jelly is the shape of a witch’s hat. The pointy end 

of the cone is closed, and the tentacle trail is lost 

when they are washed ashore. 

 

Remember: Keep your observations and 

feedback coming. You can reach me through the 

contact section of the Cape Chatter website or by 

email … or knock on the door. 


