
 

Raptors and Rodents … 

Last week I featured the appearance of Wedge-tailed Eagles, this 
week a Black-shouldered Kite has been busy in The Cape. A beautiful, 
reasonably common bird along this coast, this particular bird was 
using the tree stags, hovering over the creekline and wetlands to 
search for prey. And it was successful ... with what appeared to be a 
Bush or Brown Rat. 

 

Above: Perched on a tree stag and on the lookout 

 

Above: “Free Rider” - flying with a rat firmly held in its talons 

Interestingly, when it landed in the creek line to start dismembering 
its catch, the kite was disturbed by a group of Australian Magpie. It 
was a bit hard to see from a distance, but I think the Magpies may 
have secured the rodent for themselves. 

Raptors are quite skilful at catching rodents and I often wonder at 
their dexterity in handling live (and somewhat bewildered looking) 
caught prey. 
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It is often windy at The Cape and this juvenile 

Australian Magpie was having trouble holding 

firmly on to its perch!!  
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Above: Nankeen Kestrel with rodent kill on coastal rocks 

Australian Magpie (and Grey Butcherbird) are quite adept 

at hunting rodents themselves (see pic below) … and there 

are plenty of these about at the moment. Residents 

Brendon and Heather from Sunlight Blvd observed an adult 

male and juvenile Magpie fighting over a mouse in their 

home garden recently – the juvenile got the meal! 

 

 

Last Issue of Chatter, I ventured into the micro world of 

some of the smaller creatures seen within our home 

garden habitat and the important role they play, 

particularly as pollinators. This Issue, I am moving up the 

food chain beyond the invertebrates, into the land of 

amphibians, reptiles and beyond. 

 

More on the home garden 
habitat … 

 

The amphibians 

Our native gardens with habitat structures and water 

provide ideal homes and food for our frogs. While we 

hear plenty of frog calls in the wetlands and creek line, 

there is plenty of frog activity in the home gardens as 

well. To date we have identified eight (8) out of the 12 

species of frogs we are likely to see/hear at The Cape.  

Around the homes, we have observed four (4) species 

including Verreaux’s (Whistling Tree) Frog, Spotted 

Grass (Marsh) Frog, Brown Striped (Marsh) Frog and 

the Common Eastern Froglet. 

 

 

 

Frogs are more easily identified by their ‘call’ rather 

than seeing them, as there can be many different 

colours and marking variations within species. I am 

happy to say though that we currently have a pretty 

healthy frog population at The Cape. 

Rodents and birds continued  



 

The reptiles 

Where there’s invertebrates and frogs, the reptiles will be 

about. Within our home garden, we have observed three type 

of skink: Garden Skink, Southern Grass Skink and Blotched Blue-

tongue Lizard. 

Garden and Southern Grass Skinks are small, metallic looking, 

colourful skinks between 6 -12 cm long. They are extremely 

quick movers and are often hidden unless out sunning 

themselves. 

 

 

Above: The Southern Grass Skink is a cold tolerant species. The 

female can give birth to 2-5 offspring. It mates in autumn but 

stores the sperm until they ovulate in spring. This is a breeding 

male, identified by the reddish colouring in the armpit area … 

and he is readying to go! 

 

The most obvious skink in our home gardens is the 

Blotched Blue-tongue Lizard and we have had many 

reports of them roaming The Cape housing precinct. 

These guys feed on slugs and snails. They move about 

their territory and may not be seen for weeks and then  

re-appear to warm up or hydrate. 

 

Above: Blotched Blue-tongue Lizard  

We now have all the main bases covered in the reptile 

world with the discovery of a baby Lowland 

Copperhead at our back door a couple of weeks ago. 

We have had numerous sightings of adult snakes 

around the wetlands in particular, but now the young 

are on the loose. 

 

Above: Very young Copperhead at the back door. 

Female Copperheads can give birth to up to 30 live 

young snakes and they are raring to go. They are 

independent from birth and fully venomated (in fact 

they are likely to be more venomous than the adult) 

but you would be unlikely to be bitten unless you stuck 

your finger down its throat! This little fella was about 

25 cm long and hasn’t been seen since, but we remain 

alert! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

There is plenty of evidence of Rabbit scratchings (above) 

and Red Fox scats around the home gardens. 

 

Next issue, I will conclude the home habitat theme with a 

look at the different bird species that have been observed 

in our home gardens … and what we may be able to attract 

with habitat structures and natural food as our home 

gardens develop. In the meantime, fasten your seatbelts, 

because the Galahs are returning and we are in for some 

fun!! 

 

  

The mammals 

There is a range of mammals making use of the home 

garden habitat, the most obvious being the Eastern 

Grey Kangaroo and Short-beaked Echidna. Less 

obvious and more seasonal are microbats (unidentified 

species) and rodents (mainly House Mice and Black 

Rats). Introduced species include Red Fox, Rabbit and 

Brown Hare, and sadly Feral Cat. 

 

Above: Short-beaked Echidna are quite at home 

amongst the home habitats. 

 

Above: Eastern Grey Kangaroos often venture into the 

home gardens, especially in the Stage 2 area, to graze 

on healthy, green lawns. 

 



  

Joe inspired me to spend some time around the 

wetlands as well, and I managed to get a few shots 

of our latest “new” bird, number 109 on our list. A 

family of Dusky Moorhen (waterfowl) have taken 

up residence in the central wetland complex - two 

adults and two juveniles. 

 

Above: Adult Dusky Moorhen 

 

Above: Juvenile Dusky Moorhen 

And how could you go past this little beauty – a 

female Superb Fairy-wren, which was part of a 

small family group feeding in the wetlands. 

 

 

Fellow resident at The Cape, Joe Spano, has been out with 

his camera nailing some very nice shots of wetland birdlife. 

In particular, he captured some great images of a couple of 

our lovely warblers that have taken up residence in the 

wetlands: the Little Grassbird and the Australian Reed 

Warbler. 

 

Above: Australian Reed Warbler (photo by Joe Spano) 

 

Above: Little Grassbird (photo by Joe Spano) 

There birds are extremely difficult to photograph – it 

requires patience and quick action when the bird appears, 

because most of the time they are flying in between and 

are well hidden by the vast wall of sedges and reeds which 

is their habitat. The Little Grassbird hopefully will remain in 

this habitat, but the Reed Warbler is likely to migrate north 

over our cooler months and return next summer. 

Other observations over the past week … 


