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By the numbers ...
Our current fauna observation list is sitting at:
• 112 bird species (up
from 93 one year ago)
• 8 frog species
• 6 reptile species

First Anniversary of Cape Chatter
This Issue, Number 41, is the
first anniversary edition of the
‘Cape Chatter’ blog.
From the outset, the purpose
of Cape Chatter was to spark
interest, stimulate awareness,
encourage observation and
help record the comings and
goings of the natural environment at The Cape as it
evolves over time.
Cape Chatter is also photodocumenting the restoration
of the estates natural habitat.
The informative
capechatter.com website is
designed to provide a useful
resource to enhance resident
and visitor awareness of the
surrounding natural world,
and the benefits this can bring

to our daily lives and the community as a whole.
To celebrate the anniversary, I
have refreshed the blog—I
hope you like it. Change is
good they say!
I also hope Cape Chatter engenders a sense of community
connectiveness in the early
days of The Cape development.
So what better way to celebrate ’Chatters’ first anniversary with a lovely story of
how the skills of some of our
talented residents have come
together to produce a wonderful, enduring artwork installation that represents our
beautiful natural environment.

Our Natural World in Street Art

• 11 mammal species

Of the 112 birds:
• 1 is endangered
• 6 are vulnerable
• 4 are near-threatened

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos were observed over the weekend in the creek-line. A
bit earlier return than I expected! .

I was very chuffed when resident and talented artist Fran
Kirkpatrick approached me
about a photo I took at The
Cape of a Black-shouldered Kite
in flight. Fran along with Jo
and Joe Spano had an idea to
cover a drab NBN box with
pictures and art from other
residents, and the result is
amazing.

Fran worked tirelessly on the
project, using other artwork
from Helen Temple, and photographs from Joe Spano and
myself.
Read on to see this lovely art
creation and the story behind
each of the four panels.

Page 2

Cape Chatter

Issue No. 41

Our natural environment in art
Fran explains how the project
came about.
“The Jo’s (Spano’s) asked me to
paint their nbn box, with anything
I wanted ( !!!). Eventually, we
settled on a "birds-in-the-bushes”
idea. I began practising bird painting, while the Jo’s sought all the
necessary permissions…. this was
sometime back in September.
(2020) ... after we found that the
box could not be painted, due to it’s
anti-graffiti finish, the artwork
needed to be digital and printed
onto a laminate film, a huge jump
into the unknown for me.”

The north panel and the
Barking Owl

The first of the panels faces
north and depicts a full
moon scene over Cape Paterson’s Undertow Bay. Fran
details the scene:

ty to it. Apparently there are just
three of these owls at the
(Wonthaggi) rifle range wetlands,
one must’ve come over to hunt.”

“I painted the moon, but the bay
is a photo. It was perfect for
placing the very rare Barking
Owl, which I’ve never seen, but
have heard from my back door. It
sounded so much like a little lost
dog that I actually went out looking for one! I slowly realised that
the barking had a birdlike quali-

The second panel faces south
and depicts a coastal scene.
Fran continues:
“This was supposed to be a wetland
picture with ducks, ibis and such.
But what about the hooded plover?
It was plover awareness week when
I was working on this, and as we’d
lost so many plover chicks this
season, well the little fellers won out
over spoon billed herons.
This was probably the most complicated panel. The background is a
misty morning, a blend of the Oaks
beach, the main beach and Fbreak. Although it features the
hoodies, the pacific gull can’t be
ignored. Look closely to see Helen’s
cormorant with out stretched
wings.”
The original photos of the Pacific Gull,
Hooded Plovers and Silvereye

The coastal scene of the south panel
The third, western panel depicts the scene of the large
sand dune on 2nd Surf Beach
that provides a feature backdrop to The Cape.
“The west panel is the one that
started the whole process. It began
with your beautiful kite photo,
which led me to making this whole
project a community piece - I asked

both you and Helen if I could use
your images. The west panel features the swooping kite, against the
sand dune and stag background.
There’s a white bellied sea eagle on
the stag and amongst the coastal
flora of the bottom left is a Silver
eye.”
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Street Artwork … continued
The final east panel was the most traumatic according to Fran!
“After the other three, I was fresh out of
ideas, I only knew that I wanted to somehow
feature Bunjil, the wedge tailed eagle of the
Bunurong people, more of Helen’s gorgeous
charcoal artworks and lots of the little birds.
I painted the banksia and the trees are a
photo taken on the clifftop walk of the tea
trees. While Helen’s birds are tucked into the
forest, Bunjil flies above bringing in the
storm. There’s David’s gorgeous wattle bird
and his ‘corroboree' of New Holland Honeyeaters squawking in the rain. But just
sneaking into the right lower corner are Joe’s
splendid capture of two grass birds, very elusive little chaps, barely taken just in time for
the printer’s the next day!
This picture is probably my favourite because
it features all of us - me, you, Helen and Joe There are 12 birds in all.”

For those who have not seen the
installation, check it out in the left
hand verge of Periwinkle Place.

Gotta love a Galah … up close and personnel

Many thanks to Fran and the ‘Jo’s’
for pulling this project off, and for
the financial support of The Cape
Developer and the Residents Consultative Committee to have the
work printed and installed.
I hope it becomes the first of
many community based art works
to be displayed around The Cape
using the skillful talents of our
residents.

Do Kangaroos mourn?
Over the last weekend, sadly,
a big dead male Eastern Grey
Kangaroo was found next to
the coastal reserve. I had noticed a lone male (pictured
right) in the preceding weeks
in the area and wonder if this
was same kangaroo.
Resident Robyn Walter made
some interesting observations

of the mob behaviour, including
both females and males surrounding the body throughout the day
at different times. Was this an act
of grieving? Or was it the mob
confirming the death as part of
the ‘changing of the guard’ of a
past dominant male? Does anyone have any ideas?
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Communal magpie warbling (or carolling)
Lovely observation and photo
from resident Joe Spano when
he came across this magpie
family earlier in the week.
Magpie song is one of the
more pleasing sounds in the
Australian bush and there is
plenty being heard at the moment.
Alone, a magpie may make a
quiet musical warbling. But
pairs of magpies often take up
a loud musical calling known
as carolling to advertise or defend their territory. One bird

initiates the call with the second (and sometimes more)
joining in. The birds adopt a
specific posture by tilting their
heads back, expanding their
chests, and moving their
wings backwards. Magpies are
believed to sing a short repetitive version of carolling just
before dawn (dawn song), and
at twilight after sundown
(dusk song), in winter and
spring.
Magpie carolling—photo by
Joe Spano

The dilemma of being in the way of a wombat!
A bit of ‘sociable weaving’
going on here! An ingenious
solution to a real world problem when you put an obstacle
in the way of a wombat on it’s
pathway. Local builder Dave
Martin constructed a lovely
fence around his property on
the 2nd Surf exit track. But
wombats have been continually digging under the fence to
wander along their established
tracks. Residents Chris Stewart, Rob James and Graeme

McAlpine put their heads
together and have come up
with a smart swinging gate
that allows the wombats to go
back and forth under the
fence rather than digging massive holes each time and letting the dog out! Early days,
but it appears the device is
working—a win-win for all
involved. Well done Chris,
Rob and Graeme … oh and
the wombats for working it
out as well.

“The aim is to let the
wombats come and
go on their
established
pathways but not
have the dog get out
by having a two-way
swinging, weighted
door flap.”

Magpie tucker … one less cricket
One less cricket to listen
too in the garden as this
young Magpie enjoys a
quick snack during the
‘tea time break’!! Yum.

Nature Observations around
The Cape

The Cape Chatter blog is a periodic newsletter produced
by resident of The Cape, David Hartney. You can subscribe to receive it automatically by email by visiting
https://capechatter.com and signing up. The website also
contains all sorts of nature information and pictures of the
ecology, flora and fauna at The Cape.
All photos shown in Cape Chatter are taken by David
Hartney unless otherwise credited.
Feel free to contact David by email or through the website
to report any nature observations at The Cape.

Email: dwhartney@bigpond.com

The Cape is on the traditional land of the
Bunurong people

capechatter.com

Become a Hooded Plover helper
It has not been a very successful year for the vulnerable
Hooded Plovers on our coast.
No new birds survived the
breeding season despite the
efforts of many volunteers.
If you think you could help in
any way in the next breeding
season, please register your
interest at Birdlife Australia’s
volunteer hub: https://
beachvol.birdlife.org.au/
login/index.php.

Winter visitor arrivals…
Eastern Spinebill returns
Coinciding with the return of the Yellowtailed Black-Cockatoo and the Flame Robins I
pointed out in last ‘Chatter’, Rob James
has reported the return of another winter
visitor, the beautiful Eastern Spinebill, a
member of the Honeyeater family. They are
often seen on the 2nd Surf exit track
from The Cape — just watch out for the
wombats as well!!

There are many options for
helping and any support
would be appreciated … even
a weekly or monthly walk
with one of the monitors. So
check out the link if you can
be of assistance.
The beautiful Eastern Spinebill

