
In addition to a “super’ moon, 

it was a real mix of weather 

this past week. We had some 

of the most glorious sunny 

days since I have lived at The 

Cape as a big high pressure 

system sat over the region, 

followed by a night of thun-

derstorms and of course the 

usual cold, southerly change 

to bring us back to earth. Re-

ally big high and low tides are 

leaving their mark on the 

beaches and the loud sound 

of cracking waves was distinc-

tive on the windless evenings. 

The erratic weather certainly 

keeps us on our toes and it 

appears it does for our ani-

mals as well. My few walks 

with the camera offered plen-

ty of variety, especially on the 

bird front. But what is obvi-

ous is that the cooler weather 

“migrants” have begun arriv-

ing, especially some of our 

honeyeaters and robins. I 

have seen Eastern Spinebill and 

Flame Robin, but I am  yet to 

get a decent photo! 

The little birds have dominat-

ed the past week, with plenty 

of action among the Superb 

Fairy-wren, Brown Thornbill, 

Grey Fantail, Willie Wagtail 

and Red-browed Finch. 
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By the numbers ... 

 

Three Latham’s Snipe Sur-
veys were conducted this 
past season for the Australi-
an Waders Group. The re-
sults from The Cape were: 

• Sep 2020—1 bird 

• Nov 2020—4 birds 

• Jan 2021—11 birds 

Latham’s Snipe migrate all 

the way from northern Japan 

and spend summer in Aus-

tralia. They are listed as a 

vulnerable species. 

Thanks to residents Jeannie 

Hartney, Gabi Tennison, 

Helen Temple and Joe Spano 

for participating in the three 

Snipe counts we conducted.

—they are a lot of fun! 

 

 

Cape Chatter 

Dame Nellie Melba or what!!  This female Superb 

Fairy-wren was in full voice with chest puffed out and 

giving the vocal chords a really good work-out. 

The walking track to Cape Paterson and 2nd Surf Beach 

exit from the dog park is a great spot to observe our nu-

merous small birds—there is always plenty of action. I have 

also noticed the re-vegetation areas within the dog park and 

surrounding heath are becoming popular haunts and you 

are able to get close-up observations. 

I have seen rodents on most walks along that track recently 

and being out in the daylight and by the look of the animal, 

I think they are a native rat. More on native rodents in the 

nest issue of Chatter, as we need to be careful when we 

manage the ‘feral’ rodents around our homes we do not 

accidently kill our special native species or harm our preda-

tory birds. 



The Brown Thornbill, pic-

tured, is an amazingly 

fast, small bird, that is 

often that little brown 

‘blur’ that races between 

the undergrowth of thick 

low shrubs, often heard 

but not seen. It is distin-

guished by its lovely scal-

loped brown/rusty col-

oured feather pattern on 

the forehead and red iris. 

It is also seen at times in 

mixed feeding flocks with 

other small birds. 

Finches and House Sparrows 

 

The track into ‘F Break’ 

from Wilson’s Rd at the 

south western corner of 

The Cape is another love-

ly location to see small 

birds in action. A quiet 

stroll there during the week 

got me close and personal 

with Superb Fairy-wren and 

Brown Thornbill. 
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When you walk along the track 
leading to 2nd Surf, you will 
often see reasonable size flocks 
of small birds moving between 
the ground and the shrubs, 
which are often mistaken as  
House Sparrows. If you look 
closely, you may see the beauti-
ful Red-browed Finch, which of-
ten work in a mixed feeding 
flock with Sparrows. I am yet to 
record any other finch species 
at The Cape other than the 
introduced European Goldfinch 
which are more common 
around spring when the Cape-
weed is in flower. 

The lovely Red-browed Finch can be seen in small 

flocks feeding on the ground 

The female Superb Fairy-wren is distinguished from 

the male by its rust colour eye patch and bill and the 

tail colour is a dull blue 

The much maligned House Sparrow is quite an attractive bird 

and it is nice to see it feeding in more natural surroundings 

And at the western end of  The Cape 

The male Superb Fairy-wren, when not in its bright 

blue breeding plumage is distinguished from the female 

by its black bill and bright blue tail colour. 



The Grey Fantail … did you know? 

A super moon puzzle? 

• While some populations of Grey Fan-

tail are resident, others are highly migrato-

ry, undertaking regular long-

distance, seasonal movements. Tasmanian 

birds even migrate across the waters of 

Bass Strait, defying their apparently weak 

powers of flight.  

• The spectacular aerobatics performed 

by Grey Fantail while they are foraging 

involve such com-

plex manoeuvres and flight sequences that 

they are impossible for any aircraft to 

replicate, even in theory.  

• The Grey Fantail nest is one 

of Australia’s neatest, with a long, pendu-

lous tail that makes it look like a wine 

glass with the base of the stem broken 

off.  

• Although they are usually seen singly 

or in small numbers, Grey Fan-

tail sometimes congregate into quite large 

flocks at the end of their migration, with 

dozens or maybe hundreds of 

birds gathering together. They also readily 

join mixed-species feeding flocks with 

other birds.  

Source: Birdlife Australia 

So, the next time you see one of 

these lovely little birds along the 

walking track toward Cape Pater-

son, just think … did this little 

bird come all the way across Bass 

Strait to take up home for a while 

with us? … And just pause and 

watch it’s aerobatic skills and mar-

vel how it dances about feeding 

on the wing for very small inver-

tebrate food! It may even come 

quite close and check you out! 

Avenue at The Cape. Resident Robyn Walter awoke in the morning to 

find a headless rabbit with its two ears laying nearby sitting on the front 

“porch”. Had some strange “cult” been at work during the night … quite a 

frightening sight really! 

We are still unsure what ghastly incident took place, but we are thinking it 

may have been the work of an Owl, who are known to decapitate prey and 

leave the body if the prey is to heavy. But the two ears which were cut-off 

with surgical precision has us perplexed! I have seen an owl in this area of 

the estate but it was too dark to make a call on what species it was. Interest-

ing! 

A year ago I captured this photo of a near– 

full moon sitting on the top of a newly in-

stalled tree stag in the restored creek line. 

Since the last issue of Chatter, a super moon  

apparently appeared (it was way too late in 

the night for me to photograph!) and a 

strange thing happened in Moonshadow 
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The bush birds are emerging and singing 

Lovely observation and photo from resident Joe Spano 

on a walk with his camera this week—with a beautiful 

local Eastern Yellow Robin captured in the bush near the 

2nd Surf track. There are quite a few of these stunning 

birds about at the moment—I saw some on the F 

Break track as well. They are resident robins here at 

The Cape, unlike the migratory Scarlet and Flame Rob-

ins. 

Grey Shrike-thrush are also active in these locations. Both 

birds have distinctive songs which remind me of the 

cooler months and the Aussie bush. 

 Eastern Yellow Robin hanging about on the F Break Track 
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One of my favourite birds because of its beautiful call and the 

way it cocks it’s head while searching for food—the lovely Grey 

Shrike-thrush photographed on The Cape walking track to 

2nd Surf Beach. 

Eastern Yellow Robin near 2nd Surf track —photo by Joe Spano 

Stunning plumage on this juvenile Australian Magpie 



The beautiful world of  a ‘Sea Urchin’ - the flowering type! 

I was hiding amongst some native plants in our garden on a beau-

tiful day recently with the macro lens on the camera. I was partic-

ularly interested in getting some photos of our Hakea Petiolaris 

(Sea Urchin) which has flowered for the first time since it was 

planted 18 months ago, when fellow resident Graeme McAlpine 

joined me (he thought there was a gnome in the garden mov-

ing!!). We were both fascinated by the beauty of the flower and 

the interest some of our pollinators were taking in feeding on the 

nectar and pollen. It is great that there are plants still providing 

vital food sources to these important invertebrates despite the 

drop in temperature. 

 Sea Urchin—emerging flower head 
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 Sea Urchin—beginning to open up 



The challenge of  gardening with Kangaroos 

Email: dwhartney@bigpond.com 

The Cape is on the traditional land of the 

Bunurong people 

I just love our Kangaroo mob! We are 

fortunate that we are able to see these 

lovely creatures from a reasonable dis-

tance. This week I ran into this lovely, 

innocent looking female (left) munching 

on our  lawn early in the morning and 

today, came across this small mob of 

about 25 enjoying themselves in the 

restored creek line (and they were the 

only ones I could get in the shot!).  

Makes gardening a challenge though—

as you can see, 25 thumping kangaroos 

who do not know what tree guards are 

for can cause some unnecessary pruning! 

All part of the fun of gardening along 

with our native animals. 

Nature Observations around 
The Cape 

The Cape Chatter blog is a periodic newsletter produced 

by resident of The Cape, David Hartney. You can sub-

scribe to receive it automatically by email by visiting  

https://capechatter.com and signing up. The website also 

contains all sorts of nature information and pictures of the 

ecology, flora and fauna at The Cape. 

All photos shown in Cape Chatter are taken by David 

Hartney unless otherwise credited. 

Feel free to contact David by email or through the website 

to report any nature observations at The Cape.  

capechatter.com 

https://capechatter.com

