
For us Victorians, it is not such a “super” time with the latest COVID lockdown keeping us 

contained for the next week. And to make matters worst, the good old Cape Paterson ocean 

cloud and squally weather moved in taking away any chance of getting a really good look at the 

“super” moon. I did manage to get a handheld shot of a rising moon a week ago so that will 

have to suffice! Best I can do given the circumstances. 
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Some Lovely Feedback 

“We are non resident owners in 
Cape Paterson and have been for 
23 years. Your newsletter brings 
us so much joy. I love the citizen 
science aspect of the work and for 
us, it assists us in identifying fau-
na in our own garden here. I’ve 
learnt a great deal about our local 
environment from your work. We 
want to thank you for the quality 
of your (& Joes) photography and 
the content and commentary. We 
share it with friends in Canberra 
in Scotland, who read it with 
equal enthusiasm. Thank you for 
your work and please keep the 
virtual presses rolling. Regards 
Sylvia & David Admans “ 
 
Thank you Sylvia and David 

This is NOT the “super” moon and eclipse! Appropriately, the photo was taken from the front of my house on 

Moonshadow Avenue at The Cape, at 5.30PM, a week ago. 

Remember to let me know of any interesting nature observations around The Cape for inclu-

sion in Cape Chatter. And do not forget that the website https://capechatter.com  is full of 

interesting photos and detail of the local fauna and flora. Also, get your friends and family to 

sign up to receive the blog automatically by subscribing on the website Home Page (put in your 

email address and hit FOLLOW). 

https://capechatter.com


More on the local, vulnerable Hooded Plovers 
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I have more information on the last Hooded Plover nesting season from Birdlife Australia which I wrote about in last Chatter, putting 
more detail behind the poor local result and comparisons with other locations which faired better. As you will see, there is no one 
single or simple answer to improving the success rates, as nest failures are a combination of both natural and human behaviours. 
Phillip Island and Mornington Peninsula had good results, yet the Bass Coast (Inverloch to San Remo) had a poor one!  

Source:  Birdlife Australia, Beach Nesting Birds Program 

Bass Coast 2020/21 

38 nesting sites monitored 

34 nesting pairs 

71 nests identified 

146 eggs 

19 chicks 

14 failed chicks (5 in late stage) 

5 confirmed fledglings 

The Cape lies within the Cape Paterson to 

Harmers Haven area. This coast is known as 

a good nesting area and also territory for non-

nesting season flocking, so the result is disap-

pointing. The five fledged birds for the Bass 

Coast were between Williamsons Beach and 

San Remo. Two of the five birds have been 

flagged with white leg flags (EA and BM) just 

like AS pictured below last year on 2nd Surf 

Beach … so keep your eye out for them if you 

have your binos handy … as they can and will 

move along the coast. 

Birdlife Australia and local Hoodie volunteers 

do a great job trying to prevent these birds 

from extinction. If you think you can help as 

much or as little as you can in a range of op-

tions, along with other residents of The Cape 

who have volunteered, please register your 

interest at 

https://beachvol.birdlife.org.au/login/index.p

hp. Birdlife Australia and  other volunteers will 

appreciate your support. 

Unleashed dogs are just one of the contributors 

to the poor plight of the Hooded Plover and this 

behaviour is manageable. The Bass Coast 

Shire Council is currently developing their 

Domestic Animal Management Plan (2021-25) 

and you can have your say by completing the 

survey at 

https://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/services/pet

s-animals/domestic-animal-management-plan 

before 20 June. It takes about 5 minutes to 

complete. Hopefully we can see some positive 

outcomes that will contribute to a better under-

standing and breeding result next season. 

Cape Paterson to Harmers Haven 2020/21 

9 nesting pairs 

16 nests identified 

1 nest hatched 

2 chicks 

0 confirmed fledglings 

Cause of failure 

Magpie/Raven –3, Tide –3, Abandoned-1,  

Unknown-9 

Bass Coast 2020/21 Success Rates 

Egg to fledge—3.4% 

Chick to fledge—26.3% 

Egg to hatch—13% 

Key Dates 

First Nest—22 September 2020 

Last Nest—25 February 2021 

Last fledgling—17 April 2021 

https://beachvol.birdlife.org.au/login/index.php
https://beachvol.birdlife.org.au/login/index.php
https://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/services/pets-animals/domestic-animal-management-plan
https://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/services/pets-animals/domestic-animal-management-plan


Faces of  the Mob …  
I managed to get more nice pictures in the late afternoon 

light of some of the Kangaroo mob in the natural south east 

wetland next to the walking track leading to Cape and 2nd 

Surf. As mentioned last Chatter, it is a great place to quietly 

observe these wonderful creatures popping their heads 

above the grasses and sedges while they forage. 
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Male Eastern Grey Kangaroo glowing in the afternoon light 

Male sniffing the air! 

… and a bit of chatter 

Green Beach and the area around the main central wet-

land complex is also a good place to observe the Kangaroos 

at reasonably close range (which can be enhanced with 

binoculars). Please be mindful of their presence, be slow, 

go around them if they are in front of you rather than scat-

ter them, and follow the guidance of the interpretive sign-

age which is strategically placed around The Cape on how 

you should interact with these iconic creatures. 



The winter birds are appearing 
A sure sign the seasons have changed with Yellow-tailed 

Black-Cockatoos numbers slowly on the increase. A few 

weeks back, Chatter reported a small flock of five, and 

this past week a flock of around 12 birds has been 

checking out Lone Pine and the adjacent bushland. 

The numbers should increase over the coming weeks 

… and we hope to again see the sight when some 100 

birds were in Lone Pine for a couple of hours “tearing 

the pine cones apart”! 
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Right: Some of the Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo flock landing in 

Lone Pine, which is located at the back of the grassy Green 

Beach on the south west of the central wetland complex. These 

birds feed on the seeds of our indigenous trees like eucalypt and 

banksia, but they have learnt to exploit introduced pine trees which 

are supporting their survival and numbers with vast tracks of pine 

plantations in south east Australia. Other Black-Cockatoos species 

have not adapted to introduced tree food and are becoming vulnera-

ble to extinction. So make sure you enjoy their beauty and calls 

when they appear around The Cape. 

Another winter visitor to The Cape is the lovely White-

eared Honeyeater (above). Unlike the territorially aggressive 

groups of Wattlebirds and New Holland Honeyeaters around 

the Coastal Banksia trees mentioned in last Chatter, this 

bird is usually seen as a single bird (or in twos) but it is 

also an active feeder, primarily insects, and gleans food 

from bark and foliage, which is what this bird pictured 

above was doing among some Coastal Wattle when it 

paused for a second! They do eat nectar and fruit when it 

is available. 

“These birds float as much as fly, remaining aloft with little effort, as if they 

were big back butterflies”. (Tim Low—’Where Song Began’) 



“Wombat” rescue and Mange! 

Some Cape residents may have recently noticed a 

young adult wombat foraging and constantly scratch-

ing in daylight along the edge of Surf Beach Rd near 

2nd Surf (a very dangerous spot for a wombat in any 

case, so close to traffic!). If you see a wild wombat 

consistently eating during the day and has patchy fur 

patterns, there is usually a serious problem unfolding. 

It is not becoming friendly or habituated and most 

likely has a condition called mange, which is a para-

site infection causing intense discomfort, potentially 

sight and hearing loss, and ultimately death. 

There are many Common Wombat in the thick scrub of 

the Bunurong Coastal Reserve and a few within The 

Cape, and they are very difficult to locate and see 

when not in the open. Their burrows are well con-

cealed and near impossible to access, and wombats 

use more than one burrow. Current treatment for 

mange in the wild involves applying Cydectin, re-

leased from a flap over the burrow which brushes the 

animal as it moves in and out. This approach is near 

impossible to follow within the very thick, impenetra-

ble scrub of the Coastal Reserve. 

This particular wombat was reported to Wildlife 

Victoria and a rescue mission under their direction 

was initiated. Some residents of The Cape, including 

a registered rescuer under the auspices of Wildlife 

Victoria, managed to capture the wombat and 

transport it to a local Wildlife Victoria refuge for 

treatment. With a dose of luck and after a few days of 

surveillance and planning, the capture took less than 

two minutes without stress or injury to the animal. 

The wombat has been assessed as treatable, which 

should take about a month, and will be released back 

into the area when fit and healthy again—to live 

hopefully a long and natural, mange-free life. A big 

thanks to those involved. 

  
Young adult wombat pictured on the side of Surf Beach Rd. 

Note the fur pattern. If a wombat is seen like this, foraging 

during the day and constantly scratching, it possibly has man-

age. Please report it to Wildlife Victoria on (03)84007300. 
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Fairy-wrens on the move ... 

The beautiful Superb Fairy-wrens (the most common of Aus-

tralia’s nine species) are very active at the moment in small 

flocks, scurrying along the ground foraging and intermittently 

perching on an object to check their surrounds ... and to vo-

calise. A variety of stunning plumage colours are also evident. 

These pictures were taken in The Capes’ south east corner. 

Male in the stunning blue breeding plumage 

Female plumage remains the same all year 

Male in non-breeding plumage 



More Galah antics ... 

I never cease to tire of the antics of the local ground 

feeding Galah, which is also building up in flock num-

bers as the weather cools. They can be seen foraging 

on the open, grassy spaces of The Cape, feeding on 

seeds, herbs and roots. These birds, part of the Cock-

atoo family, are highly social, intelligent and playful 

birds who can also form a life time bond with a part-

ner, which is the basic social unit of its flock. 

They love lining up on house roofs, the scaffolding 

on house construction sites and the tree stags in the 

creek line to perch, sharpen up the beaks, preen … 

and just have fun before their next foraging foray! 
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A rare bit of rest time for this female Galah, recognisable by the 

pinkish-red iris of the eye. 

INBOUND … Galah coming into land on one of their favourite 

perch points around The Cape—the tree stags in the restored creek 

line. 

It’s thirsty work being a Galah. This small flock gathered to drink 

in the late afternoon light on the Convergence Pond in the restored 

creek-line. 

Preening and sparring—all normal Galah behaviours between pairs 



Further up the creek 
(line) at The Cape … 
heading north! 

Email: dwhartney@bigpond.com 

The Cape is on the traditional land of the 

Bunurong people 

Nature Observations around 
The Cape 

The Cape Chatter blog is a periodic newsletter produced 

by resident of The Cape, David Hartney. You can sub-

scribe to receive it automatically by email by visiting  

https://capechatter.com and signing up. The website also 

contains all sorts of nature information and pictures of the 

ecology, flora and fauna at The Cape. 

All photos shown in Cape Chatter are taken by David 

Hartney unless otherwise credited. 

Feel free to contact David by email or through the website 

to report any nature observations at The Cape.  

capechatter.com 

Convergence Pond, looking north, 5 May 2021. The plantings have really taken off in this area. 

Convergence Pond, looking north, 1st July 2020 

This Chatter, I have included two 

photos some 10 months apart, 

looking north-west up the creek 

line over what I call the Conver-

gence Pond, which takes water from 

the northern section of the creek 

system and a natural water course 

from the west (between Stages 4 

and 5 of the estate) which is 

planned to be restored with more 

landscaped features. Water from 

the Convergence Pond flows into the 

Bottom Pond and ‘bog’ featured in 

last Chatter and is becoming a 

popular water hole for birds, like 

the Galahs, pictured below and on 

the previous page. 

https://capechatter.com

