
Birdlife in the coastal bush, streetscapes and open spaces around The Cape is a bit quiet at the 

moment. The usual suspects are about—the Galah flock continues to keep me amused in these 

restricted times; the Magpies and Little Ravens are working the streets and building sites; the Little 

and Red Wattlebirds are busy feeding in the Coastal Banksia; the calls of Grey Butcherbird are promi-

nent; and I have seen the occasional intrusion of New Holland Honeyeater and Willie Wagtail into the 

home garden along with a flock of five Eastern Rosella working the estate.  

Within and along the edges of the coastal bush, Red-browed Finch have been conspicuous along with 

the usual flocks of Superb Fairy-wren which are normally associated with Brown Thornbill and White-

browed Scrubwren in fast moving, mixed feeding flocks. Along with New Holland and White-eared Hon-

eyeater, there are also the lovely calls of Grey Shrike Thrush and Eastern Yellow Robin. The wetland 

areas around The Cape remain pretty lively and have offered a couple of nice photo opportunities. 

What’s waddling in the wetlands? 
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Common Eastern Froglet 

There are no “pobblebonk”  (Eastern Banjo) 

calls at the moment, but plenty of other frog 

calls around The Cape during the evening, 

especially Whistling Tree Frogs (Verreaux’s) 

… all good signs of a healthy ecosystem at 

work! Theis tiny Common Eastern Froglet 

(pictured above in the south east sector) is 

about 3cm long and is one of the more vocal 

callers all year round! 
Above: Red-browed Finch are normally seen in flocks of about 20 or so birds feeding on the ground, 

predominantly in grassy areas, where they can be seen tearing up grass roots and feeding on seed heads. 

They tend to all take-off in group flight if disturbed. 



Wetland wanderings 
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I am feeling more comfortable about snooping around the wetland areas in The Cape now (hopefully the snakes are hibernating!). 
There is a bit of  bird variety in residence at the moment. A number of small birds are feeding amongst the thickly vegetated edges—
Superb Fairy-wren, Brown Thornbill and White-browed Scrubwren—along with Willie Wagtail. On the water, we have Grey and Chestnut Teal, 
Pacific Black Duck, Australasian Grebe, Ducky Moorhen, Australasian Swamphen and White-faced Heron. 

White-faced Heron 

Pacific Black Duck 

Chestnut Teal and Dusky Moorhen 

Brown Thornbill 

Chestnut Teal pair, male in front 

Dusky Moorhen 



More Faces of  the Mob …  
I am quite enjoying photographing our local Eastern Grey 

Kangaroo mob at the moment. The late afternoon light pro-

vides wonderful light to capture the glow in their beautiful 

eyes as they emerge from the coastal bush to graze on the 

grassy spaces of The Cape.  
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The local Kangaroo mob use a variety of loca-

tions to lay-up and rest during daylight 

hours. Some of these are within The Cape 

boundaries (such as Green Beach behind 

the central wetlands) where you can see 

them regularly soaking up the sunshine out 

of the cold south westerly winds. They also 

use large tracts of the Bunurong Coastal 

Reserve bordering the The Cape where 

there are numerous grassy, protected areas 

that are reached via well-defined kangaroo 

tracks through the impenetrable coastal 

scrub located between The Cape and the 

sand dunes along 2nd Surf Beach. 

Female Eastern Grey Kangaroo (above and below) emerging from the coastal 

bush near the “bog” adjacent to the central wetlands. 



Meanwhile ...over at Wilson’s Rd  

Thanks to residents Jo Rayner for tipping off Joe Spano 

(who then tipped me off) about a pair of Cape Barren 

Goose on the dam at Wilson’s Rd on the western side of 

The Cape. An uncommon visitor to our area, we have 

previous observations of them at the end of Sunlight 

Blvd and a skein of five birds flying over the estate. 

They are listed as vulnerable in Victoria despite being 

quite common on Phillip Island where they have estab-

lished a foothold. Some birds move from their winter 

breeding grounds on small islands off the south of the 

mainland during the non-breeding season, so maybe 

this pair was recharging before moving back to their 

breeding islands offshore? 
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The Wilson’s Rd dam is always worth having a look at if you are 

walking by on your way to or back from F Break. Previous bird ob-

servations on the water include Black Swan (with five cygnets), Aus-

tralasian and Hoary-headed Grebe, Pacific Black Duck, Chestnut and Grey 

Teal, Australian Shelduck, and Australian Wood Duck. Along with the 

Cape Barren Geese yesterday were Hoary-headed Grebe, Pacific Black 

Duck, Australian Wood Duck (pictured left) and Chestnut Teal. Not a 

bad mix of freshwater birds for an open, exposed farm dam on a 

cold windy day. 

Above: Photos by Joe Spano of Cape Barren Goose pair on the Wilson’s Rd dam. 

The birds were grazing around the edges of the dam on the western end. 

Below: Occasionally the geese entered the water to drink, photo by ‘moi!’ 

Above: Close-up picture of a Cape Barren Goose taken on 

Phillip Island to give you an idea of the detail in the grey 

plumage and the finer details of the head. 



Microbats yet to take up residence 

Along with the nesting boxes for Eastern Rosellas in the 

restored creek line, four “Micro Bat Hotels” were fitted 

to the tree stags at either end of the creek last year. Two 

types (a winter and summer residence) have been made 

and installed. A check of the boxes was made last week, 

but there was no sign of any inhabitants. We are hopeful 

as the vegetation grows and insect life improves, the mi-

cro bats will come and check out this five star accommo-

dation—they are around! 

Above: Resident Rob James checking the micro bat box 

  
Above: The beautiful sounds of the Eastern Yellow Robin can be heard 

coming from the Coastal Reserve at the moment 

Right: This Willie Wagtail  was happy dancing about on one of The 

Cape’s wildlife signs and enjoying the protection of a cat free estate and dog on 

leash policies. 
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Other bird observations ... 

Above: Eastern Rosella pair, part of a flock of five working The 

Cape estate at the moment,. Below: White-eared Honeyeater. 



Further up the creek (line) at The Cape … looking south over 
the ‘Convergence Pond’ … now and then 

Email: dwhartney@bigpond.com 

The Cape is on the traditional land of the 

Bunurong people 

Nature Observations around 
The Cape 

The Cape Chatter blog is a periodic newsletter produced 

by resident of The Cape, David Hartney. You can sub-

scribe to receive it automatically by email by visiting  

https://capechatter.com and signing up. The website also 

contains all sorts of nature information and pictures of the 

ecology, flora and fauna at The Cape. 

All photos shown in Cape Chatter are taken by David 

Hartney unless otherwise credited. 

Feel free to contact David by email or through the website 

to report any nature observations at The Cape.  

capechatter.com 

Convergence Pond looking south on 5 May 2021. Bottom photo taken on 6 October 2020. 

https://capechatter.com

