
The end of the 2020-21 FY (EOFY) coincides nicely with the  period of The Cape fauna observa-

tion list which was started in late July 2019. A lot has changed in that time with further areas of the 

estate developed for  housing and extensive habitat areas developed which are now  beginning to 

provide shelter and food for our local fauna. Our bird list is up to 111 species, we have 8 frog species 

identified and all the well known Australian mammals are about in varying numbers, including identi-

fied bandicoot diggings.  They are positive signs for the expansion of habitat of The Cape’s natural 

world—a world that was previously degraded farming land. 

The weather has been stunning over the past week … who would have thought it was winter! A cold 

blast over the weekend brought us back to earth. I went back to my observation notes of this time 

last year and a couple of differences struck me—less observations of raptors in the open spaces and 

duck species around the wetlands at this time of year ... possibly due to better feeding conditions 

further afield. Conditions appeared to be right for some interesting fungi to come up around The 

Cape over recent weeks. On the bird front, it has been slim pickings as we would expect this time of 

year—the usual resident suspects are about, but I am looking forward to Spring when we should see 

a pick up in action and species variety. I have to admit though, the wetlands have been quite noisy 

with frog calls and we are hearing more and more frog calls in the home garden and streetscape habi-

tats which is a great sign. The local Galahs continue to amuse me with their antics as they chomp 

there way through the grassy spaces of The Cape! 

EOFY … balancing the ledger 
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Thank you for all those resi-
dents and owners who attended 
the first Project KOALA 
community event on Saturday, 
3rd July. Just under 40 hardy 
souls braved cold conditions to 
start this fantastic community 
endeavour to re-establish indige-
nous tree species in The Cape as 
a contribution to the overall 
ecological restoration effort. We 
are now on course to begin our 
first planting of 6oo plants this 
spring! 



It is a fun time if  you are a fungi!! 
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Pacific Black Duck 

Having moved from a colder, inland area of central 

Victoria where fungi normally appeared around April-

May, I was surprised to see a burst of fungi growth 

around the area in the past few weeks, much more 

than has been seen over the past couple of years. Ob-

viously ideal conditions. Most of the fungi was grow-

ing in the introduced, chipped mulch and some grassy 

areas, so I am unsure whether it is local, indigenous 

fungi. I am also not sure what each one is, other than I 

believe they are in the group Agarics, which are fungi 

with gills. I would welcome any suggestions? I must 

admit though, there were some lovely and interesting 

shapes, colours and textures amongst the specimens! 



What’s that little ducky thing in the south east wetlands … ‘Gabi’s Grebe’ 
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Stage 1 Resident Gabi loves looking for wetland 

birds and has been a keen Latham Snipe “flusher” in 

the annual surveys. She often drops by to let me 

know what is waddling in the wetlands and was keen 

to let me know about the ‘little ducky thing’ in the 

small wetland  near the dog park. I have now chris-

tened this lovely little water bird, “Gabi’s Grebe”. 

This bird had been floating around the central wet-

land complex since May. A pair were about this time 

last year leading into the breeding season but there 

was no evidence of any successful nesting and over 

the warmer months, a few were on the large, Wilson 

Rd dam. But it seems things have now become a little 

crowded on the bigger wetlands and the Grebe has 

moved to the less congested, smaller site. Gabi saw a 

pair together late last week, so lets keep the fingers 

crossed a successful breeding takes place. 

The bird is an Australian Grebe - one of two Grebes seen 

on our wetlands … the other being the Hoary-headed 

Grebe. They are about half the size of  a Pacific Black 

Duck and are noticeable by their diving underwater 

when disturbed and when feeding.  They are rarely 

seen on land or in flight (which occurs predominantly 

at night). This photographed bird is in non-breeding 

plumage—it will develop a black throat and rich, ru-

fous colourings to the sides of the neck when it is 

ready to breed. Both sexes look the same.  



The changing nature of  the wetlands ... 
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While noticing a change in the duck demographics on the 

bigger central wetland, I wonder whether the arrival of 

some Dusky Moorhen and Australasian Swamphen have also 

got something to do with it. As the wetland edges have 

developed and the submerged water plants are growing 

strong (eg Blunt Pondweed and Water Ribbons), these 

species have appeared …possibly why the Grebe has 

moved elsewhere and duck numbers are down. There is a 

family group of 6 Moorhens and one  Swamphen that I have 

seen regularly this year.  

Top: Dusky Moorhen floating amongst the Blunt Pondweed in 

the main central wetland complex. 

Bottom: Australasian (or Purple) Swamphen amongst the Water 

Ribbons. 

Water Ribbons (Cycnogeton procerum) is one of the stand-out 

plants in our wetlands and creek line. They have thick, glossy 

green erect foliage with a flower head that stands tall on a stem 

above the water up to 145 cm long. It flowers between Septem-

ber-March and provides excellent habitat for birds and frogs. 

The tubers were an important source of carbohydrates for the 

Bunurong people, the traditional custodians of this land. While 

photographing the waterfowl recently, I was taken by the beauty 

and structure of the flower stem made up of multiples of six 

petal parts that emerge and expand as the flower develops. 



Are these the iconic birds of  the Cape Paterson area? 
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In the nearby town of Wonthaggi there is a wonderful mural on the wall of the Connell’s Bakery of two birds—the White-eared Hon-

eyeater and Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo, presumably because they are beautiful representatives of the birds of the region. Both birds 

have similar looking ear patches and both are cool weather visitors to the area, in that they migrate to the coast from the high coun-

try after summer. They just happened to be the only two birds I photographed on a recent stroll around The Cape. Just look at the 

male Cockatoo here devouring a Coastal Banksia cone—evolution at work here with the left foot providing a powerful grip to hold 

the cone, the extremely powerful mandibles crushing the cone apart and the deft, delicate touch of the tongue to process the food 

into the mouth and digestive system. These cockatoos evolved before the breakup of Gondwana—one can only imagine what the 

landscape may have looked like then. The Yellow-tailed is doing better in Australia than other Black Cockatoo species because it has 

adapted to a wider range of tree species, especially pine, which you will often see them feeding in.  

 

While there are not as many raptors 

about compared to last year (wonder if 

it has anything to do with a mice 

plague in SE Australia) a pair of Black-

shouldered Kite have been working the 

restored creek line over the past few 

days. Stunning birds and quite noticea-

ble by their white plumage and obvi-

ous black shoulders. They do hover—

so keep a look out—and they will 

perch on the tree stags to observe the 

surrounding area. 

Again, checking my observation notes, 

it was this time last year we had quite a 

few Black-shouldered Kite sightings in 

The Cape—just like clock work! 

Not so many raptors about ... 



Evening glow and sunset moods ... 

Email: dwhartney@bigpond.com 

The Cape is on the traditional land of the 

Bunurong people 

Nature Observations around 
The Cape 

The Cape Chatter blog is a periodic newsletter produced 

by resident of The Cape, David Hartney. You can sub-

scribe to receive it automatically by email by visiting  

https://capechatter.com and signing up. The website also 

contains all sorts of nature information and pictures of the 

ecology, flora and fauna at The Cape. 

All photos shown in Cape Chatter are taken by David 

Hartney unless otherwise credited. 

Feel free to contact David by email or through the website 

to report any nature observations at The Cape.  

capechatter.com 

We are so fortunate to get some amazing colours here at The Cape as the sun sets and more often than not, we get attracted to 

the stunning coast and western undulating hills to capture those beautiful, colourful images. Sometimes, it is worth looking be-

hind you, as the horizon can light up with some incredible, glowing colours. I just happened to be driving down Seaward Drive 

a few days back, and noticed this misty, dusk scene unfolding over the paddocks. A different perspective on our local environ-

ment which I am sure our Seaward Drive residents are all too familiar with. 

Again, many thanks for all those for participating in the inaugural Project KOALA day. The KOALITION will be 

keeping you informed on the next stage of the Project which is the all important planting day of our 600 plants. It 

was nice the weather gods were on our side on Saturday!! 

https://capechatter.com

