
Well, we are pretty much in the dead of winter here at The Cape and bird observations have been 

limited … as has the photography opportunities given the wind and showery weather. It is really only 

those hardy souls of the avian world that are about … our permanent dwellers so to speak … with 

the occasional visitor re-appearing. Since last Chatter, there are signs of a pick up in activity with some 

“duck-after-duck activity’ going on, some Grey Fantails returning, and just to prove me wrong, ‘Gabi’s 

Grebe’ moved back to the big central wetland despite the presence of the waterfowl. There goes my 

theory! One highlight of the past week was another sighting of a beautiful pair of Black-shouldered Kite, 

on the stags in the creek line, this time juveniles. And to top it all off, thanks to an alert by resident 

Richard Keech, an uncommon sighting of a Southern Right Whale lounging just off Cape Paterson for 

an hour or so. 

With limited opportunities to get out with the camera, it has been ‘cocked’ and ready to go on the 

dining table to quickly ‘capture’ any suspects lurking in the home garden or sitting on the fences 

scanning for potential prey. In particular, an immature Grey Butcherbird (below) caught my attention. 

Such beautiful birds with a stunning song repertoire and the deadly skills of an assassin. 

The depths of  winter … only the hardy are about! 
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Hoodie Chick Shelters 
Big thank you and well done to residents 
Trevor Reeves and Graeme McAlpine, who 
as part of the Wonthaggi Men’s Shed, 
helped manufacture a number of Hooded 
Plover “chick shelters” for use during this 
breeding season along the Bunurong Coast. 
They are such vulnerable and fragile chicks 
so let’s hope their efforts result in a greater 
number of surviving birds who are able to 
fledge. 

  



Some other suspect, fence sitters … beware of  the stare! 
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Pacific Black Duck 

Aside from the Grey Butcherbird, other hardy souls about include a resident family group of Australian Magpie and a flock of Crested 

Pigeon, about a dozen in size. Both the Magpie and Butcherbird pictured are immature birds, probably fledged nearby last year. The 

Butcherbird is recognised by its brown tinged plumage and barred/scalloped chest, and the bill is starting to grey at the base. As an 

adult, it will become more grey-white with a grey bill and white patch between the eye and bill (loral spot) which, depending on the 

shape, will tell us its sex. Similarly, the Magpie has scalloped silvery plumage on the chest which will darken into black over time; the 

bill is grey which will brighten into a metallic/silvery colour with a black tip as an adult. This Crested Pigeon is an adult bird—it has a 

long, pointed crest and beautiful, iridescent wing feather. The younger birds have shorter crests and the iridescence is duller. 



A quick walk on the ‘wild side’ ... 
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I managed a stroll with the camera into the south east 

sector of The Cape last week. It was pretty quiet, 

but there were a couple of indications that seasonal 

change is on the way. Flower heads are starting to 

appear on the Coastal Manna Gum and Coastal Wattle, 

and the climbing Native Clematis is starting to flower. 

On the bird front, Superb fairy-wren are flocking and 

feeding in groups, a lone New Holland Honeyeater  was 

singing out, a pair of Grey Fantail were dancing 

around and a small flock of Red-browed Finch were 

grazing alongside fleeting glimpses of Brown Thornbill 

and White-browed Scrubwren. 

Top: New Holland Honeyeater with its long, protruding tongue, which is 

brush-tipped for feeding on nectar. They also eat insects when nectar is 

limited, which is currently the case. The Superb Fairy-wren is a female, recog-

nised by its brown bill and eye patch, and dull blue tail feathers. 

Top: New Holland Honeyeater in song and a Grey Fantail 

looks out for its partner which was flying above. We 

should start to see more of these birds over coming 

weeks as the season changes. 



Beautiful kites … and art 
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Resident of The Cape and fantastic kite maker, Trev 

Reeves, has flown some beautifully designed and created 

kites in the skies above The Cape. The intricate detail 

and colours in the kites are amazing—it is magnificent 

artwork!  

Kites in nature are also magnificent. One of my favourite 

photos of birds at The Cape is of a Black-shouldered Kite 

(right) in flight about to land on a tree stag in the creek 

line. You can see it on the interpretive signage in the Dog 

Park and is also featured on one of the panels of resident 

Fran’s beautiful artwork in Periwinkle Court. We have 

such talented artists in our Cape community. 

What I love about the bird is its crisp white plumage and 

piercing red eyes. Last week, a pair of juveniles were sit-

ting in the very stag the adult was landing on—I wonder 

if they are its offspring? I managed a couple of quick 

shots before a couple of ‘annoying’ Australian Magpies 

flew in and chased them away  from their territory. 

Above:  The pair of juvenile Black-shouldered Kite in the southern most tree stag in the restored creek line. How to tell they are 

juveniles? The most obvious difference is the ‘washed-orange’ plumage around the neck and the crown on the head along with 

brown-grey feathers on the back. These birds would have been born in last year’s breeding season in spring and should attain the 

stunning white, grey and black adult plumage after this summer.  



More Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos? 
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I know you are probably tiring of my photos of Galahs and Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos, however they are the birds of this time of 

the year and are wonderful subjects to photograph as they are quite confiding and I can get closer to try and capture the detail in 

their appearance and behaviour. It also allows me to try different techniques with the camera. Never let an opportunity go by! 

I have noticed though, the numbers are down on both species this year compared to last. It was about this time last year I wit-

nessed about 100 Cockatoos in the Lone Pine—at the moment there are small flocks of three to a dozen birds. The Galah flocks also 

seem down in numbers, but they are still about grazing their way through the grassy areas. Increases may come when the Capeweed 

begins to flower as that usually brings an influx of many species. 

A small group of 3-4 birds has been at home in the Coastal 

Banksia lining the streetscapes of The Cape, particularly the 

more mature specimens in Sunlight Blvd. They are easily 

overlooked in the trees as they sit quietly and ‘destroy’ the 

flower cones, so a good way to know they are about is to keep 

an ear out for their call—described as a “loud wailing whee-la” 

which is given both in flight and when in trees. This bird is a 

juvenile—recognised by the pale pink around the eye. 

Family photo—mum, dad plus 1! 
Thank you to these Eastern Grey Kangaroos for posing 

in a family photo near the Swamp Paperbark copse 

behind the central wetland complex. Junior was not 

quite as excited about being caught on camera as 

mum and dad! 

Native Clematis 



Yallock-Bulluk Marine and Coastal Park declared ... 

Email: dwhartney@bigpond.com 

The Cape is on the traditional land of the 

Bunurong people 

Nature Observations around 
The Cape 

The Cape Chatter blog is a periodic newsletter produced 

by resident of The Cape, David Hartney. You can sub-

scribe to receive it automatically by email by visiting  

https://capechatter.com and signing up. The website also 

contains all sorts of nature information and pictures of the 

ecology, flora and fauna at The Cape. 

All photos shown in Cape Chatter are taken by David 

Hartney unless otherwise credited. 

Feel free to contact David by email or through the website 

to report any nature observations at The Cape.  

capechatter.com 

The Cape is very fortunate to be located 

next to a newly declared nature park—the 

Yallock-Bulluk Marine and Coastal 

Park. It replaces the Bunurong Coastal 

Reserve which was jointly managed by 

Parks Victoria and the Bass Coast Shire. 

Parks Victoria now has management re-

sponsibility for the Park and we hope we 

will see some improvements to the amenity 

and our understanding of this wonderful 

stretch of coastline and adjacent coastal 

scrub. 

As you can see on this map, The Cape 

southern and south eastern boundary abuts 

the Park, so the habitat restoration efforts 

within the estate are being sensitively de-

signed to merge with the Park and comple-

ment the ecology of the area.  

One such community project at The Cape, 

Project KOALA, which is designed to en-

hance treed habitat within the estate, has 

been liaising with Parks Victoria on the 

boundary interfaces, the removal of old and 

dangerous cattle fencing and the identifica-

tion of endemic tree and other plant species 

to ensure we complement, not distract 

from,  this vital and sensitive ecological 

area. 

The Cape is using bio-diversity urban design principles to ensure that within the estate, additional 

habitat with endemic and indigenous fauna and flora is provided to enhance and complement the 

area’s ecology. Observations through Cape Chatter are designed to provide an important record of 

this work.  

https://capechatter.com

