
Cape Chatter 50 comes to you as us Victorians endure COVID Lockdown 5.0. The lockdown has 

coincided with some pretty average weather so opportunities to get out and undertake some exercise 

with the camera has been limited. So again, nature in the home garden habitat has kept me engaged. I 

did manage one decent stroll with the camera and came away with a few snaps of some of our resi-

dent small birds, and living near the wetlands and creek line has allowed me to keep an eye on the 

comings and goings amongst our freshwater birds. Fellow resident Joe Spano has also been finetun-

ing his photographic skills in The Cape garden habitats, and passed on to me for inclusion in this 

Chatter some lovely shots of the territorial Little Wattlebird amongst some grevillea (below). Thank-you 

Joe! 

Chatter Five-0 in Lockdown 5.0! 
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Reminder to residents and own-
ers of The Cape, to register your 
interest in a ‘mini-plot’ before the 
first planting day planned for 
early September as part of Pro-
ject KOALA. Check your emails 
from the Body Corporate or The 
Cape Development Team and 
the Resident Facebook post for 
details—respond by 6th August 
please. 



Small bush birds— more often heard but not seen! 
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It can be frustrating when you finally get a decent day to stroll with the camera along the edge of the coastal bush and you can hear 

lots of chattering in the shrubs and amongst the bushy heath but nothing can be seen … and then all of a sudden you have a sp lit 

second to get off a few shots at a tiny blob amongst a thicket! Well that was me on Friday, but with a bit of patience, I was rewarded. 

I was alerted to an observation by resident Jane Cox of a flock of about 20 Red-browed Finch in the south east sector, so off I went on 

the hunt. I came across them near ‘old man’ Manna Gum and ’stalked’ them south for about an hour, but they kept leap-frogging 

ahead of me with their distinctive rapid wing-beat sound as the flock took-off as one. I finally managed a few shots while they were 

resting and preening—very briefly! 

Another difficult bird to photograph, up there with the extremely fast Brown Thornbill and Silvereye, is the White-browed Scrubwren. The 

call of this bird is quite common in the bush, but more often than not it is a brown blob flying into and out of dense scrub and un-

dergrowth. Yesterday. I managed a couple of shots in its environment—quite a challenge! 

These tiny birds, also known as “Spotted Scrubwren”, weigh in at about 10 grams and measure approximately 12 cm in length (bill to 

tail). There are 10 sub-species in Australia—our resident birds are the nominated subspecies—Sericornis frontalis. They are insectivores, 

and are usually seen singularly or in pairs scurrying about in the dense understory. Both sexes look pretty similar. The scrubwren 

pictured left is a male, identified by a dark loral area (between the eye and bill) and a bolder white “brow”, whereas the female 

(pictured right) has a greyish lore and less distinguished white brow.  



A reward for patience ...and some good luck! 
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Another small bird whose call is a commonly heard, distinctive ‘piping’ sound in our coastal bush, is the Eastern Yellow Robin. As I 

was returning north on my way back home, I could here the call in some nearby thick swamp melaleuca. While pausing to check out a 

few more noisy ‘brown blobs’ in some dense scrub, a beautiful, striking yellow and grey bird caught my attention when it landed 

and perched atop a dead tree … it was the Eastern Yellow Robin. Click, click, click went the camera! 

The Eastern Yellow Robin, is an insectivore, which usually hunts by perching on a tree and plunging to ground to capture its prey. It 

weighs in at about 20 grams and is approximately 15 cm long. Both sexes appear the same. It has a habit of flicking its wings and 

raising its tail when perched. Unlike other robins such as the winter visitors, Flame and Scarlet Robin, the Eastern Yellow appears to be 

around most of the year. It breeds from June-December. Last year in October, Joe Spano and I were very fortunate to observe a ju-

venile (pictured below) with some stunning plumage colourings in the south east sector of The Cape. Let’s hope for more this year! 

Another beautiful songster this time of the year with a distinctive 

call is the Grey Shrike Thrush (below) which is commonly seen in the 

south east sector along the 2nd Surf exit track. Not unlike the Rob-

in, they often sit on an open tree branch in search of their prey. 

One managed to appear nearby capping off a nice little stroll! 



Dressed to impress … the ‘blues brothers’! 
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Another of our striking small birds is the Superb Fairy-wren, an all year resident of The Cape coastal scrub. We are all attracted by 

the splash of that vivid blue of the male (bro’) wrens darting around in the bush, just as I was taken by an article in the recent Aus-

tralian Birdlife Magazine. When female wrens eye off a partner, does the vividness of the blue plumage reflect a certain social 

status, foraging ability or access to resources of the male, meaning he will be a good father with better quality genes for the young, 

making him more attractive to the female? I thought so, but apparently not! Researchers at Monash University tested the theory 

and found that the quality of the male’s plumage and the amount of time spent preening, bore no relation to any of the factors that 

constitutes his quality or attractiveness to a female. 

Above from left to right: Male Superb Fairy-wren in the striking blue and black breeding plumage; the male in the drab brown, non-

breeding plumage and at right, the female on the look out for a good partner! 

Hooded Plovers … flocking on 2nd Surf  … how you can help! 

Thanks to resident Jane Cox who observed eight (8) Hooded 

Plovers in a flock on 2nd Surf Beach last week. That is the big-

gest flock number reported to Cape Chatter on this beach in the 

last two years, so it is a great observation. The Hoodies flock 

over the cooler months and will move up and down the coast. 

(I reported seeing 16 at The Mouth of the Powlett about 6 

weeks ago, and resident Kate Keech saw about a dozen near 

Harmers Haven recently). Some of the 2nd Surf flock could 

have been part of the flocks at the MOP and Harmers. In the 

next six weeks or so, the Hoodies will begin to form breeding 

pairs in their preferred locations—one of which is the stretch 

of coast known as 2nd Surf—right through to February next 

year. Last breeding season, there was no success on this 

beach—so hopefully better results will be achieved this year. 

Remember, if you want to help in any way in assisting the 

Friends of the Hooded Plovers along the Bass Coast through Bird-

life Australia, you can register your interest at the volunteer 

hub and join some other enthusiastic helpers at 

https://beachvol.birdlife.org.au/login/index.php.  

Also, a reminder that there is educative signage on The Cape 

property at the exit points to 2nd Surf and F Break with guid-

ance on how to interact with these birds, especially during the 

breeding season. Above: Hooded Plover pictured near F Break on the western 

end of 2nd Surf Beach in February 2020 

https://beachvol.birdlife.org.au/login/index.php


Back in the home garden habitat ... 
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I am becoming quite fond of two birds who are frequent visitors to our home garden at the moment—both immature birds from 

last years breeding season – and both beautiful songsters, especially early in the morning when singing from the habitat stags or 

fence—the Magpie (left) and Grey Butcherbird (right). There is plenty of natural food for them in the garden—no need to hand feed! 

And some surprising little visitors to the garden despite the cold!! 

We have an array of purple, mauve and violet colours in the 

home garden on flowering plants such as prostrate Rosemary, 

Coastal Rosemary and Hardenbergia (Sea of Purple), and despite the 

cold, they were covered in all types of small insects and polli-

nators on a sunny, less windy day, recently. In particular, the 

Common Hoverfly was out in big numbers, with one or two Hon-

ey Bee along with a range of interesting looking flies—and I 

have no idea what they are! 

Above: Common Hoverfly on Rosemary 

Above: Honey Bee on Hardenbergia (Sea of Purple) 

So its not just the warmer months when the pollinators are active—

they require access to food sources all year round! 



Over the wetlands … a sample of  recent freshwater bird flyovers 

Email: dwhartney@bigpond.com 

The Cape is on the traditional land of the 

Bunurong people 

Nature Observations around 
The Cape 

The Cape Chatter blog is a periodic newsletter produced 

by resident of The Cape, David Hartney. You can sub-

scribe to receive it automatically by email by visiting  

https://capechatter.com and signing up. The website also 

contains all sorts of nature information and pictures of the 

ecology, flora and fauna at The Cape. 

All photos shown in Cape Chatter are taken by David 

Hartney unless otherwise credited. 

Feel free to contact David by email or through the website 

to report any nature observations at The Cape.  

capechatter.com 

There have been a few freshwater birds flying over The Cape recently and activity is starting to build—Pacific Ducks are flying after 

each other and small flocks of White-faced Heron and Australian White Ibis are about. An uncommon visitor, a Great Cormorant, 

emerged from the central wetlands yesterday morning. 

Clockwise from Top Left:  Great Cormorant, White-faced Heron, Pacific Black Duck and Australian White Ibis.  

https://capechatter.com

