
You do not have to go to the west of Australia (I wonder when they will let us back there anyway!!) 

to see some stunning evening colours, as Cape Paterson can serve it up every now and then. Last 

week we had some beautiful evening colours brightening up the sky with swirls of  gold, magenta, 

orange, blues … absolutely beautiful. An Aroura Australis was about as well but the clouds damp-

ened that expectation a little. Drop in some good spring rain and it’s all happening here, and nature 

is loving it.  

Stunning evening skies ... 
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Above: SOD (Son of Darcy) - a 

young, “sodden” Australian Magpie 

singing in the rain … and loving it! 

Last Friday night we had 

good heavy rain and the frog 

calls were going ballistic! We 

have been hearing the calls 

of this Southern Brown Tree 

Frog (Litoria ewingii) species 

for a while now and I man-

aged to see this  little fella in 

the back yard during the 

downpour. These guys look 

so fragile, but guess they are 

very tough and love these 

conditions. It looks sort of 

‘regal’ among all the glitter 

and bokeh effect of the wet 

concrete aggregate stone.  

These frogs are agile climbers and jumpers and highly capa-

ble of leaping to catch a flying insect in flight. They are in 

peak breeding season at the moment. This is one of eight 

(8) frog species identified within The Cape estate. 



‘It’s a small world after all ‘ ... 
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With spring  temperatures on the rise and the bit of rain, I am spending more time in the garden. I usually take this opportunity to 

keep an eye out for some of the many small creatures that are beginning to emerge this time of year and make a habit of having my 

camera and macro lens at the ready to ‘capture’ any thing interesting. Sometimes, I think we ignore this very important part of the 

natural world and the role tiny creatures play – we tend to focus too much on the brightly coloured birds and larger furry animals. 

After all, these creatures are important pollinators, recyclers, composters and food for the animals up the food chain—essential 

elements in nature. So here is a snippet of some lovely little creatures pictured in the home garden over the past couple of weeks. 

The mauve/purple flowering plants in the home garden have 

been great attractions for the pollinators over the cooler 

months, especially the Wistrengia (Coastal Rosemary), Hardenber-

gia (Sea of Purple), Prostrate Rosemary and Borage.  

Left: The beautiful little Damselfly is an exquisite invertebrate 

and comes in a variety of stunning, iridescent colours. I am 

fascinated by its fragile looking structure—surely natures ver-

sion of a helicopter—more likely we humans copied it! 

Above: Australian Painted Lady (Vanessa kershawi) butterfly. These 

are one of the first butterflies to emerge in spring  and their cater-

pillars feed on native daisies and introduced Cape Weed. Makes 

sense it is around. See its extended proboscis—’a suctorial device for 

feeding’!! 

Right:  Jumper Ants (Myrmecia pilosula). These babies can sting caus-

ing a painful and sometimes severe allergic reaction. The nest is on 

the ground and usually has a mound of soil around the entrance. 

Just love the colour of the abdomen!  Brothers in arms! 

Above: Common Hoverfly (Melangyna viridiceps) have been occa-

sionally seen among the Coastal Rosemary in the garden and are 

important native pollinators. 



What is happening at the KOALA Project plots ... 
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Well more exciting news on the Koala front. After last Chatter’s reported sighting by resident San, project participant Nola had the 

fortune of seeing the healthy Koala a couple of times after the first sighting. Then a few days back, Project mini-plot custodians 

Mary-anne and Glenn, while tending their plot, observed a Koala in the mature Coastal Manna Gum stand next to the project site. 

This is great news and gives us heart we are heading in the right direction with these additional plantings as additional habitat. I 

managed to get a few discrete photos of the Koala in the old Manna with the telephoto lens! It is a different animal to the one seen 

a month ago in the north of the estate and looks to be in good shape as well. 

 

More on the plants we are growing in the Koala plots ... 
We have planted eight different species of endemic indigenous plants in our 12 mini-plots, the primary species being the Coastal 

Manna Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis). Not only is the Project trying to grow additional Koala habitat areas, but it is also focusing on 

providing additional habitat for a range of local native fauna (small mammals, reptiles, amphibians, and invertebrates). All of the 

species also had important uses for the local First Nations people, the Bunurong people.  

The Coastal Manna Gum, a primary food source for Koala and many birds, produces a sugary extract on it’s leaves (manna) that 

was eaten by the Bunurong people and its wood was used for making shields and water containers. The secondary tree we have 

planted is the Coastal Banksia (Banksia integrifolia) from which the Bunurong made a sweet nectar drink and used the flower sta-

mens as fine paint brushes. 

Above: A mature Coastal Manna Gum. These are stunted, battered trees that 

have to withstand  strong winds and coastal conditions. Only 8 mature trees 

remain on The Cape estate. When in flower over summer, the scent is 

beautifully overpowering and a magnet for birds and invertebrates. 

Above: An emerging Coastal Banksia flower, the 

predominant tree species along the Bunurong 

Coast. It also provides vital nectar to many birds 

and seeds for the Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo. 
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The two medium-sized shrubs which act as understory in the plots are Bursaria spinosa and the Coast Beard Heath (leucopogan). The 

Bursaria is a prickly plant that was used for making ‘waddy’ sticks and was a source of honey. The Coast Beard Heath (a native cur-

rent) pictured below right, provided the Bunurong people with a rich food source of white berries after flowering.  

More on the plants we are growing in the Koala plots …(cont) 

Two grass like plants have been 

included in the plots—Spiny-headed 

Matt Rush (Lomandra) pictured 

right, and  Knobby Club Rush 

(Ficinia nodosa), which provide 

great habitat for birds and reptiles. 

Both plants were used extensively 

by the Bunurong people. The 

seeds were edible and high in pro-

tein, and the leaves were used in 

weaving baskets, and for eel and 

hunting nets. The leaves of the 

ficinia added flavour to smoking 

and the roots of lomandra were 

used to treat bites and stings. 

A smaller shrub we have planted in the lower layer is the hardy and 

coastal tolerant Rhagodia (pictured right). This plant produces small red 

berries that were eaten and were also used in making face paint for chil-

dren. The final of the eight plant species is the Bower Spinach (Tetragonia) 

pictured below and bottom right. This is another hardy coastal creeping 

plant that has edible shoots and leaves  containing high levels of Vitamin 

C. It also has edible berries from the yellow flowers which were also used 

in making dye for ceremonial purposes by the Bunurong people. 

References: Indigenous plant use information has 

been based on the document  Indigenous Plant 

Use by Zena Cumpston of The Clean Air and 

Urban Landscapes Hub and Bunurong Envi-

ronment Centre’s (South Gippsland Conservation 

Society) “The Bush Pantry”. 

For residents, owners and visitors to The Cape, please note this is a 

sensitive area for wildlife and a major pathway for kangaroos. As the 

estate develops, it is also important we limit our impact in these re-

tained habitat areas which are refuge zones for wildlife. If entering, 

please try and do so only after 9.00AM and before 5.00PM, minimise 

people numbers on site, keep noise to a minimum and please give 

any animals right of way. Also, it would be nice if dogs are kept out 

of the area, even when on a leash. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 



Plenty of  screeching and chattering at the moment ... 

There is a changing of the guard at the moment among the parrot and cockatoo families. I am still hearing the occasional screech of 

a few Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos (they will not be around much longer as they head into the higher country for summer). Residents 

will have noticed the drop-off  in Galah numbers (they too will move away to breed over summer) but they have been replaced by 

the raucous noise of Little Corella flocks (up to a 100 birds) that appear to be growing by the day and making the most of the Cape 

Weed. These guys can keep you amused for many hours with their antics! 

Left to Right: Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo, Galah and the cheeky Little Corella hooking into the Cape Weed. 

On the Eastern Rosella front ... 

I am still seeing plenty of Eastern Rosella action 

with small groups of 4-5 birds seen at times around 

the estate. I am yet to see any nesting action in the 

three creek line nesting boxes but they are still being 

checked out by various pairs, as this bird (below) 

was doing near the northern most stag box last week 

But there certainly appears to have been some breeding action nearby 

somewhere, going by some interesting behaviour on the balcony of the 

house opposite where I live. I have seen a pair repeatedly visit this house 

over the last 4 days checking it out. At first I thought the pair were trying 

to mate because there was all sorts of chatter and body movements and an 

interest in a planter box having on the wall.  But a closer check of my 

photos reveals it is a juvenile Eastern Rosella and a caring adult, probably its 

mother by the looks of it, which I have witnessed feeding the young bird. 

It has been quite interesting having a grand stand seat watching this be-

haviour at close hand. 

Left to Right: Looks like a male Eastern Rosella at the northern nesting box that has been placed in one of the creek line stags. 

The juvenile hanging out in a hanging planter box on a house balcony and what I believe to be an adult female about to feed the 

youngster. It is has been very busy chaperoning the youngster and will do so for a few more months.  
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The beauty of  the Kangaroo Paw … and the nectar birds 
The Kangaroo Paw is a beautiful plant with striking flower heads that appear to be doing quite well in the home gardens of many 

houses at The Cape. They are also a great plant to attract birds of the honeyeater family to the nectar of the flowers. It is hectic breed-

ing time amongst the Red and Little Wattlebirds and New Holland Honeyeaters and they are frantically feeding on the nectar and working 

hard to protect their nectar rich territory. They sure use a lot of energy chasing after each other. But it has provided the opportunity 

to get a few actions shots of these birds at close hand in the garden. All three birds are quite common in the area, but very intriguing, 

busy  and beautiful birds as well. 

Clockwise: Red Wattlebird, Little Wattlebird and New Holland Honeyeater 

all enjoy the occasional visit to feed on the Kangaroo Paw. 

Other birding news ... 

Resident Joe Spano has been busy in his observations this past week, 

in particular he has managed to observe and photograph three differ-

ent raptors working The Cape: the Australian Hobby, a Swamp Harrier 

and a Brown Falcon. The raptors are pretty active at the moment. Joe 

has also been busy doing a few Birdlife Australia Backyard Bird Counts 

which can be conducted up to 24 October if you are interested. See 

the last Cape Chatter for details. It is great fun and a good way to im-

prove your birding knowledge—I did one this morning after seeing a 

skein of 10 Black Swans fly over and ended up counting 140 birds of 17 

different species in the allotted 20 minutes from my garden! 

Residents Wade and Saf dropped by to alert me to an egg they found 

in their front yard on Sunday evening—a single egg which was identi-

fied as a Masked Lapwing . There is a territorial pair hanging about near 

Trumpeter and Sunlight at the moment—it is probably an egg from 

them—so be careful as they can be aggressive and very protective of 

their nest. 



Email: dwhartney@bigpond.com 

The Cape is on the traditional land of the 

Bunurong people 

Nature Observations around 
The Cape 

The Cape Chatter blog is a periodic newsletter produced 

by resident of The Cape, David Hartney. You can sub-

scribe to receive it automatically by email by visiting  

https://capechatter.com and signing up. The website also 

contains all sorts of nature information and pictures of the 

ecology, flora and fauna at The Cape. 

All photos shown in Cape Chatter are taken by David 

Hartney unless otherwise credited. 

Feel free to contact David by email or through the website 

to report any nature observations at The Cape.  

capechatter.com 

Hooded Plover Update ... 
Disheartening news that the three egg nest near Undertow Bay and Pea Creek—the only one on the Cape Paterson coast at the 

moment– has failed. The eggs were likely taken by a fox or dog as there were plenty of prints around the nest site when it was 

checked. The promising nesting attempt at the 2nd Surf blowout site near The Cape has failed to eventuate yet, but the Hoodie 

pair are still about, which is promising. 

Cygnets are growing up ... 
The three Black Swan cygnets reported recently in Chatter are grow-

ing rapidly on the Wilson’s Rd dam. They have come and gone a 

few times but are happy  growing up there under the watchful eye of 

their parents and a few Australian White Ibis who are hanging about. 

https://capechatter.com

