
There is so much to love about spring time, in particular the emergence of new life, the next genera-

tions, the awakenings of nature from hibernation and the arrival of migratory birds. Over the past 

couple of weeks, we have seen the re-appearance of reptiles small and large, the variable orchestra-

tion of frog calls, plenty of nesting activity and new hatchings amongst our birds, along with glimps-

es of some long distance birds which have arrived from many miles away—some intra-continental 

and others inter-continental. And the diversity and numbers of invertebrates and important pollina-

tors is on the rise in the gardens. 

Spring is such a “grand” time!!! 
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Cape Chatter 

Resident ‘wetlands whisperer’ (Gabi T) was very excited with observation of eight Pacific Black 

ducklings on the small south east wetland a week ago. I managed to get down there and avoid the 

Copperhead Snake(s) to get a few pictures that same day. These are the first reported ducklings for 

this season so please be mindful of their presence when driving and riding about as they will get 

the wanders as they grow. It would have been tough weather conditions for this family over the 

past few days as an intense weather system with strong winds and storms passed through the re-

gion. Gabi’s latest observation of them was only three ducklings so maybe a few haven’t survived 

… or they could be hiding amongst the protective screen of the reeds surrounding the wetland. 



What birds you may see on a walk along 2nd Surf  Beach ... 
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A walk along the ‘backyard beach’ of The Cape between F Break and 2nd Surf is a wonderful thing to do. Now part of the Yallock-

Bulluk Marine and Coastal Park, there are some stunning vistas— a wild, sandy surf beach with rocky platforms at either end and 

sand dune backdrops. It is a great place to see birds—so here is a snapshot of some of the species you may see over the warmer 

months. 

Above: Surfers check out the waves at sunset at ‘F Break’ on the western end of the stretch of beach bordering The Cape. A 

great place for a stroll and a good place to observe birds! It is sensitive habitat for a number of shorebird species. 

A home for Australian resident beach nesting birds ... 
Australia has only five resident beach nesting 

birds—the Hooded Plover, Red-capped Plover, Sooty 

Oystercatcher, Pied Oystercatcher and the Beach-stone 

Curlew, three of which can be seen along this 

stretch of beach. 

The Hooded Plover is the most vulnerable of these 

species and there are several important flocking 

and nesting sites above the high tide mark be-

tween the popular 2nd Surf and F Break beach-

es. You will often see these small birds feeding 

along the waters edge or sitting on the rocks and 

sometimes small flocks of up to 8-10 birds can 

be witnessed, particularly outside of the breed-

ing season of the warmer months. 

The other two species you may see along the 

beach and on the rocks are the Sooty Oystercatcher 

and the Red-capped Plover.  

The Pied Oystercatcher  can be seen along the local 

Bunurong Coast but is more likely around inlets 

and estuaries of the nearby coastal town of In-

verloch and Phillip Island. The Beach-stone Curlew 

is a northern Australian bird. 

Above: There are an estimated 700 Hooded Plovers in Victoria. There are many 

challenges faced in their breeding season over summer. Their nests are ex-

posed to the elements, tides, fox, feral cats, raptors, ravens and magpies. Un-

leashed dogs on the beaches are also a big threat—the one thing that can be 

managed. Volunteers report and monitor the breeding success of these birds 

in the hope they will not become extinct, so please note signage and notices 

on expected behaviours during the nesting season and how you can help 

them survive. 



A stroll with the birds on 2nd Surf  ... 
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Some migratory visitors ... 
I am in awe at the endurance of our summer migratory waders from the northern hemisphere who travel vast distances to feed in 

the rich Australian coastal environments. Occasionally, over the summer months, you may be lucky to see some remarkable inter-

continental visitors to the local 2nd Surf beach, including thousands of Short-tailed Shearwater feeding on the wing offshore. 

Recently, residents Laurie J and Jeannie H reported small numbers of the tiny Red-necked Stint on the rock outcrops at either end of 

the beach. These remarkable little birds are about 15cm long and weigh in around 35 grams. They migrate from the foothill tundras 

of arctic Siberia and Alaska after breeding and spend the summer months here before returning north.  They prefer foraging on 

beaches with wrack, where they can be seen actively pecking at the surface in small flocks. This bird is the tiniest migrant wader to 

visit Australia and has one of the longest migrations of any shorebird covering nearly 24,000 km in a round trip! More than 1/4 mil-

lion of these birds make the annual journey. Look out for a small silvery ’cloud’ as they fly in a flock relocating to forage. 

The Red-capped Plover, (female pictured above) is a smaller bird than the Hooded Plover, weighing in at 40 grams and 15 cm long com-

pared with the Hoodie’s 100 grams and 21cm in length. The male is distinguished by a bright rufous crown. You might see them in 

small flocks or alone, generally on the beach feeding—they do not tend to wade. I am not aware of any nesting sites along 2nd Surf. 

The Sooty Oystercatcher (pictured above right) is an uncommon local bird that can be seen along this stretch of coast, both on sand and 

rock platforms. They are powerful birds weighing in about 800 grams and 45 cm in length, and are distinctively black with bright 

orange-red bill and eyes. They are listed as a near-threatened bird species in Victoria. 

Above: Red-necked Stint pictured recently foraging on a nearby Bass Coast beach. 
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The Pacific Golden Plover (pictured right) is an infre-

quent visitor to our nearby coast, and small flocks of 

about 20 birds have been seen resting on the rock 

platforms near 2nd Surf. Another visitor from Alas-

ka/Siberia, and slightly larger than the Hooded Plover, 

they come in around 150 grams and 25 cm in length. 

Once the record holder for the longest continuous 

flight by a migrant wader, it flies non-stop across 

open ocean to arrive on South Pacific islands to rest 

before flying onto Australia. 

Another migrant wader which may be seen on rock 

platforms is the Sanderling, a visitor from the high 

Arctic, about 21 cm long and 70 grams in weight.  

More migrant birds along 2nd Surf  ... 

 

Our more common coastal birds ... 

Above: Pacific Golden Plover in non-breeding plumage 

The Silver Gull (left) can be seen in its natural environment along 

2nd Surf rather than hassling you outside the local fish n chip 

shop. I find them fascinating birds to watch as they forage along 

the sandy beaches and amongst the rocks. This bird, left, was 

chasing kelp flies near F Break with great skill. They are beauti-

ful, clean line birds with stunning plumage.  

The resident large gull along the coast is the majestic Pacific 

Gull, an imposing bird that is often seen gliding effortlessly 

along the coast. The adult is a beautiful white and black 

bird with yellow bill and red lipstick tips. These birds 

weigh in at around 1.5 kg. Interestingly, the juvenile and 

immature Pacific Gulls take several years to reach adult 

plumage. The juvenile birds are dark brown with black bill 

which gradually turns to a lighter brown colour and the bill 

lightens up with black tips which eventually change to the 

yellow and red of the adult. The immature pictured left at 

F Break is probably in its second year of maturity. 



Coastal birds (continued) ... 
The other common coastal bird seen along 2nd Surf is the Crested Tern. You can often see them on the rock platforms resting with 

Silver Gulls. They are very good fishers and you can often see them “plunge” diving to catch small fish, along with the Australasian 

Gannet. Crested Terns weigh in around 300g  and are similar in size to a Silver Gull, have a black crest and lemon tinted bill. The Gannet 

is a large seabird related to the Booby weighing about 2.5kg with white plumage, golden yellow head cap and black wing tips.  

A bit of  coastal and a bit of  freshwater ... 

Of course, we have some birds who are happy to hang out both on the coast and also venture inland to check out the wetlands at 

The Cape. These are primarily the Cormorant family and Herons, the most commonly seen being the Great, Pied and Little Pied Cormo-

rant and the White-faced Heron. 

Above: Can you spot the differences between the three 

Cormorants? From the left is the Great (the biggest), the 

Pied and the smallest, the Little Pied! You will often see 

these birds emerging from underwater after diving for 

fish and can be seen drying their outstretched wings 

after a fishing adventure. 

Left: The White-faced Heron is just as comfortable sitting 

among the coastal rocks and feeding amongst the 

beach as it is foraging in the wetlands among the reeds 

and sedges. They are graceful in flight and have a dis-

tinctive croak call. 
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Raptors in the sand dune backdrop ... 
A good variety of raptors can be seen moving above the coastal sand dunes which provide the backdrop to this stunning coastline. 

There have been rare sightings of White-bellied Sea Eagle and Peregrine Falcon but the more common species are Swamp Harrier, Nankeen 

Kestrel, Whistling Kite, and Black-shouldered Kite. Shorebird nests and eggs are particularly vulnerable to some of these smaller birds of 

prey (along with Little Raven and Magpies.). The Swamp Harrier in particular has been very busy lately along the coast (thanks Helen T 

for her observations). 

 
Above: The majestic White-bellied Sea Eagle (left) and the Whistling Kite (right). 

A little ‘purple patch’ inland ... The colour “purple” is a 

huge magnet for all sorts 

of invertebrates this time 

of the year. A few days 

back, I observed ‘a 

world’s supply’ of hover-

flies and other pollinators 

and ‘inverts’ on a warm 

humid day before a good 

drop of rain. I sat for a 

few minutes among the 

borage, sage and thyme 

plants which are in flower 

to look at this micro 

world (with my macro 

lens). I am fascinated by 

the close-up detail and 

colours of some of these 

wonderful beings.    



Email: dwhartney@bigpond.com 

The Cape is on the traditional land of the 

Bunurong people 

Nature Observations around 
The Cape 

The Cape Chatter blog is a periodic newsletter produced 

by resident of The Cape, David Hartney. You can sub-

scribe to receive it automatically by email by visiting  

https://capechatter.com and signing up. The website also 

contains all sorts of nature information and pictures of the 

ecology, flora and fauna at The Cape. 

All photos shown in Cape Chatter are taken by David 

Hartney unless otherwise credited. 

Feel free to contact David by email or through the website 

to report any nature observations at The Cape.  

capechatter.com 

It is skink time ... 
The warmer weather is starting to bring out the bigger reptiles such as the Lowland Copperhead, but the little reptile fellas are also 

starting to emerge form their winter recess. While sitting out in the front garden celebrating this ‘grand’ time with a glass of red 

one recent evening (as I am want to do!) a tiny Southern Grass Skink emerged to bathe on a habitat rock in front of me. With 

beautiful metallic coloured skin, this little creature is barely 10cms long—and a very wary customer he is as well, as he scamp-

ered off into the vegetation on the click of the camera shutter. Also keep your eyes out for the larger Blotched Blue-tongue Lizard 

(which is actually as a skink) as they will begin to emerge and wander the gardens and streets. 

https://capechatter.com

