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For various reasons, I have put the tele-lens away over the last couple of weeks and concentrated 

on macro shots of very small creatures (invertebrates) in the home garden as the weather warms 

up and the winds ease off. In particular, I have been focussed on native bees, and managed to come 

away with some nice observations in the garden. Just when I gave the Little Corellas a big rap in 

the last Chatter, they all up and left. Maybe it coincided with a change in their food source or it 

could have been the arrival of the big tonka toys working on the civil works of the last stage de-

velopment of The Cape. The place does not seem the same without their raucous noise and play! 

Meanwhile, behind the scenes, I have been collaborating with Parks Victoria on the placement of 

a couple of sensor cameras along the border of the Yallock-Bulluk Coastal Park and The Cape, 

primarily with the view to ascertaining the extent of feral animal activity in the area and also hop-

ing to see some small, night time critters (especially small marsupials). There are several interest-

ing diggings along the border and within The Cape which could be a bandicoot, so we are keeping 

the fingers crossed something interesting pops up. So far, nothing! 

My old mate Darcy, the male Australian Magpie who terrorises me for a few months of the year, 

has, after a couple of failed nesting attempts, kicked a couple of youngins’ out of the nest, so 

hopefully the attacks will recede soon and I will be able to roam more freely around The Cape 

with the big lens! 

And finally, thanks to residents Gabi and Chris for “saving” and reporting the observation of our 

first turtle, likely to be an Eastern Snake-necked Turtle, near the central wetland complex. 

It’s a buzz finding native bees 

We are all familiar with the European Honeybee in our gardens 

with their familiar buzz, but few of us are probably aware 

of the extent of our native species and their importance as 

pollinators in our gardens and their role in the natural 

world. There are an estimated 2000 species of native Aus-

tralian bees. So, I have started to show more interest in 

these beautiful little creatures around the home garden with 

a view of getting some interesting pictures to display their 

beauty which is sometimes not easily seen with the naked 

eye. 

Pictured right is a native bee, which from my research, I 

believe to be a Short-tongued Membrane Bee. I think it is a Wasp 

Mimicking Bee and it has been happy exploring a native 

climber, Kennedia rubicunda (Dusty Coral Pea) along with Kan-

garoo Paws in the garden over the past week. 



It’s a buzz finding native bees (continued) ... 

Page 2  Cape Chatter  Issue No.  62  

Another native bee I have seen regularly is I believe to be a ground bur-

rowing bee from the family Halictidae, sub family Halictinae, genus lasioglos-

sum. The females of this bee species nest in flat ground or vertical banks, 

and some burrow into rotten branches, logs or stumps. I managed to 

notice this particular bee flying into an old stump which has been set 

aside as a future bird nesting box. I have observed it feeding on clover  

(see below) and among some correa. 

A Burrowing Bee (above) is about to enter a nesting hole 

in a tree stump—it tended to stay in there for about 

two minutes before re-appearing and exiting the nest 

(below). 

While hanging about waiting for this bee to return to it’s nest, I noticed 

some movement in a nearby correa, and was amazed to see this stunning 

Stag Beetle slowly moving about amongst the foliage. What an amazing 

insect with unbelievable iridescent/metallic colourings. 



Invertebrate mating season ... 
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It is obviously the season for mating among invertebrates and I managed to photograph a couple of quite interesting mating 

encounters around the garden—the first being a pair of what I think are Vinegar Flies in joined up action and then a stunning 

exhibition by a pair of Hover Flies. 

A pair of Vinegar Flies (above) mating on a habitat rock. The real interesting observation was this pair of Hoverflies which 

were mating in the air. I understand these flies can mate either in the air or on a stable  platform like a plant. Now this mid 

air mating activity looks like hard work to me! I watched this pair copulating for at least two hours, mid air, facing into a 

reasonably strong easterly wind among some Kangaroo Paw flower stalks.  I assume the male is the larger invertebrate on 

top with a good grip on the female underneath. Essentially, the male kept flying in this hovering flight position joined to 

the female which was tightly held underneath but was not ‘hovering’. How much stamina and energy would that require!! 

Not a lot is known about Australian native bees, but there are some useful things we can do in our home garden habitats through 

planting and providing shelter and nesting infrastructure to help their plight. I will provide some useful hints in the new year about 

attracting them to your garden and various types of structures. 



Wasps in action ... 
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The climbing Kennedia Rubicunda  has also proved popular with a variety of native wasp species. In particular, a most unusual creature 

was slowly flying about from leaf to leaf and at first I thought it was a mosquito. But then I noticed some stunning long antennas and 

interesting markings so out came the camera. This wasp is I believe, a Ichneumonidae labeninae (below left) a parasitic wasp that paraly-

ses/kills its prey from which it’s larvae then develops and feeds off! 

Nearby, I also managed to see another wasp (pictured above) fly in and 

capture a small caterpillar before grabbing it in it’s “undercarriage” and 

flying off. I have been unable to identify this wasp, but it is also likely to be 

an Ichneumonoid - as a fascinating spectacle. 

Above: Another species of Ichneumon wasp among 

the Kennedia was the Cream-spotted Ichneumon—

another parasitic wasp that lays its eggs inside cater-

pillars. 

There are quite a few Drone Flies (Eristalis tenax) 

about as well at the moment. They can sometimes 

be confused with a Honeybee, and while a fly, are 

also important pollinators and feed on nectar. Their 

larvae maggots are aquatic and have an extendable 

breathing tube that they use like a snorkel to 

breathe! 

A fly that looks bee-like ... 

Above: Drone Fly— important pollinator in our gardens 



Behind the scenes ... 
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Feral animals such as cats and fox are a significant problem for our native animals, and The Cape is in an area where these animals 

can cause havoc with our local fauna, particularly birds and small marsupials. Sightings of feral cats and fox are reasonably common 

around The Cape, so a couple of sensor cameras have been placed on the border with the Yallock-Bulluk Coastal Park to ascer-

tain the extent of the problem. It is also giving us a chance to see what other nocturnal creatures may be in residence, especially 

night feeding birds and small marsupials. A big thanks to local Park Rangers Brian and Matt for working on this initiative and allow-

ing this to happen. 

The cameras were deployed and checked after 

one week and have since been fine-tuned and re-

deployed. To date we have not recorded any feral 

animals (good) or small marsupials (not so good). 

However, some interesting snaps were taken, 

particularly the extent of Kangaroo grazing along 

the edge of a wetland area, the handy work of a 

couple of Herons feeding, a surprising glimpse of 

a Kookaburra feeding and some nocturnal activity 

from a Wombat and Swamp Wallaby.  

Clockwise from the left: Kookaburra takes off with 

what looks like a small native fish in a wetland area, 

White-faced Heron on the prowl, and White-necked Heron 

stalking—it also was recorded with a small fish catch. 

Below: Nice to see what looks like a mange-free Wombat doing what 

it does best, wandering and feeding during the dark rather than in 

daylight, which is often a sign they are suffering from mange. 

We will be checking the cameras again before the end of the year and if some interesting snaps pop up, we will certainly 

share the details and pictures with you in Chatter. 



Meet Darcy’s new family ... 
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Darcy the ‘grumpy’ Australian Magpie has a new lot of offspring, I am hoping to get some nice observations at close quarters of their 

development, as they learn to forage and communicate with mum and dad and last years remaining offspring, SOD (son of Darcy). 

Watching Magpies behavioural development such as learning to feed, playing and socially bonding, is quite fascinating! I have man-

aged a couple of distant shots already with the juveniles as they start their new life. 

Above: One of the two recently fledged juvenile Australian Magpies being fed by Darcy on the left and Mrs Darcy on the right. The 

juveniles at this stage are not strong flyers and they spend a good proportion of their time on the ground following mum and dad 

learning the art of feeding while still being fed by the parents.  

Left: SOD, last years offspring and the only remaining bird of 

the four that were fledged, is still within mum and dads territory. 

Occasionally it mixes with the new family but is usually by itself 

and normally performs the role of ‘scout’, keeping an eye out 

for any threats while the parents are busy with the young ones. 

Above: The magnificent Mr Darcy keeps a close eye on me. How 

could you not love this bird despite its aggressive behaviour during 

the breeding season. So much intelligence and beauty! 

Below: Mrs Darcy busily feeding one of the juveniles while 

the second young one looks on and waits its turn to be fed. 



Email: dwhartney@bigpond.com 

The Cape is on the traditional land of the 

Bunurong people 

Nature Observations around 
The Cape 

The Cape Chatter blog is a periodic newsletter produced 

by resident of The Cape, David Hartney. You can sub-

scribe to receive it automatically by email by visiting  

https://capechatter.com and signing up. The website also 

contains all sorts of nature information and pictures of the 

ecology, flora and fauna at The Cape. 

All photos shown in Cape Chatter are taken by David 

Hartney unless otherwise credited. 

Feel free to contact David by email or through the website 

to report any nature observations at The Cape.  

capechatter.com 

The importance of  water in the garden ... 

As the weather warms up, it is a great idea to have a fresh supply of water in your gardens for birds and animals. It doesn’t have to 

be anything smart, but a simple shallow dish with some rocks amongst thick plant is a great spot, particularly for little birds. Replac-

ing the water regularly is also a good idea to prevent the spread of disease. Recently, a female Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo dropped 

into residents Jane and Martin’s frog pond for a drink, just showing how important a little oasis like this is. 

Peeky-boo! This female Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo dropped in 

for a drink from the pond. I just love these birds and look at 

the match between the yellow facial markings and the bright, 

yellow Drumsticks/Billy Buttons in the background! The female 

cockatoo of this species is distinguished by the lack of pink eye 

rings which the male has. 

Aussie Backyard Bird Count. The results of the recent Birdlife Australia citizen survey are in, and the most counted bird is 

the Rainbow Lorikeet followed by the Australian Magpie and Noisy Miner. Other local birds in the top ten include Silver Gull, White Ibis, 

Galah, Welcome Swallow, and Red Wattlebird. Fortunately within  The Cape, the Lorikeet and Miner are not overly abundant—so please 

do not feed these two birds if they are around (or any birds for that matter) as they will takeover and drive many other birds away 

and dominate the territory and habitat we are trying to develop for other bird species. 

https://capechatter.com

