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There has been plenty happening in our natural world since last issue of Cape Chatter. Highlights in-

clude the hatching of two very vulnerable Hooded Plover chicks at 2nd Surf Beach, the break out of 

flowering gum (Corymbia ficifolia) which is attracting a range of birds including Musk Lorikeet, another 

sighting of a stunning native Blue-banded Bee, and a good result with our last Latham’s Snipe count for 

the season. And just like clockwork, our humorous Galahs have returned from their breeding activi-

ties and are back in full flight around The Cape.  

BIRD SPECIES 

COUNT 

The bird species count for 

The Cape is now up to 

118 species with the first 

observations of Musk Lori-

keet and a Great Egret in 

recent weeks.  

The full list of observa-

tions can be found at:   

https://capechatter.com/ 

‘The Cape Birds’ in a 

downloadable PDF. 

 

The Blue-banded Bee (Amegilla sp)  is one of a reported 2000 native bees identified  in Australia. Res-

ident of The Cape (Robyn Shallard) reported a similar sighting a couple of weeks ago so we have 

been  on the lookout for this stunning native bee since. They are found all around Australia ex-

cept Tasmania. 

Like Robyn’s sighting, I photographed this bee in flight in the home garden as it was pollinating  a 

tomato flower.  This is the first time I have observed a Blue-banded Bee and been able to get a pho-

tograph. Read a little more about these wonderful pollinators and how to attract them on Page 3. 

There is a mass flowering  of corymbia around Cape Paterson at the moment and that has seen the 

arrival of nectar feeding lorikeets flying over The Cape and into the established gardens nearby, 

as well as a whole range of invertebrate pollinators. In particular, the chattering calls of small 

flocks of  Musk Lorikeet  flying over The Cape have attracted my attention over the past couple 

of weeks, and an alert observation by resident Jeannie H spotted a few of these lovely birds along 

Surf Beach Road. Read about these lovely birds on Page 4. 



The vulnerable little Hooded Plover chicks have arrived ... 
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Over the last couple of Cape Chatters, I have been keeping you abreast of the progress of our Hooded Plover nesting season along 

the local Bunurong coast line. Just a reminder that these small shore nesting birds are listed as vulnerable to extinction as they 

face threats from human behaviours associated with increased coastal development as well as natural predators and changes to 

coastal ecology. Only about 700 birds remain in Victoria. This season, two nesting sites have been prominent in the Cape Pat-

erson area. The Pea Creek estuary site where bird “YW” and partner have had five failed nest attempts and have just started 

their sixth with a one egg nest. They are probably exhausted and will have little to no return for their efforts. Closer to The 

Cape, “RY” and partner have successfully incubated and hatched a two egg nest in the past couple of days in their first nesting 

attempt. This is quite a remarkable result as the nest is in a busy beach location for surfers and dog walkers. Local Hoodie 

monitors were delighted with proof of the little one day old chicks last Sunday morning after a chance photograph I took from 

about 80 metres away. See the little cotton ball sized chicks within the yellow circle and the parents either side circled in red! 

The chicks now face a tougher task and the next 10 

days are critical to their survival against the weather 

and predators. The chicks have to feed themselves at 

the waters edge, whilst the parents will protect them 

against any threats. This means they will move from 

the dune area to the waters edge to feed and there-

fore be exposed on the open beach. You can help 

with their survival by staying well away from the 

enclosure which is roped off and sign posted, ob-

serve signage and banners, walk along the waters 

edge at lower tide times, keep your eyes out for them 

feeding and let them go about their business. And 

please, dogs on leash. In the last two days the adults 

and chicks have been seen further east of the 2nd 

Surf dune foraging for food on the rocks and among 

seaweed between 2nd Surf and 1st Surf, some dis-

tance from the nest site, so keep an eye out for them 

and give them a wide berth! This is a busy area! They 

may be threatened by unexpected waves and drown, 

and be predated by dogs who are off lead in this 

area—more challenges! 

Above: One of the adult pair (Hooded Plover ‘RY’ - pictured in 2020) 

parenting the two young chicks. The parents work hard guarding and 

protecting the chicks against all the threats they will face on the 

beach for the next 35 days when they will hopefully fledge. A hard 

gig!! 



‘The beautiful Blue-banded Bee 
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The native Blue-banded Bee is classed as a long-tongued or buzz pollinator bee. They are recognisable by their distinctive loud buzzing 

sound and beautiful, wide blue and black stripes on their body. They are about 1 cm long and their body is covered in thick hair. 

They also have a distinctive darting and hovering flight pattern. The bees live for about 40 days and the male is recognised by 5 body 

stripes and the female 4 stripes. They are mainly solitary bees although they nest and sleep in ‘village’ style arrangements. The female 

digs nesting holes in soil/clay to establish nest cells and males will sleep in groups on stems/twigs clinging with their jaws. 

Blue-banded Bees perform a special type of pollination called 'buzz pollination'. Some flowers hide their pollen inside tiny capsules. Blue-
banded Bee grasp a flower of this type and shiver their flight muscles, causing the pollen to shoot out of the capsule. They collect the 
pollen for their nest and carry it from flower to flower, pollinating the flowers. Quite a few of our native Australian flowers require 
buzz pollination and tomato flowers are also pollinated better when visited by a buzz pollinating bee. If you look closely at the mid-
dle photo you can see this action taking place where the pollen can be seen shooting out from the tomato flower capsule after being 
buzz pollinated by the Blue-banded Bee. 

Attracting Native Bees to Your Garden 

There is heaps of information online on how to attract native pollinators to your garden. Some bees prefer natural holes in rotten 

logs to nest (middle picture), others can be attracted to built “insect hotels” (above right). A few rotten logs or branches in your 

home landscape will have benefits for the bee population as well. Blue-banded Bees prefer burrows in clay soils or old mud bricks, 

and this can be replicated with clay inserted into old Besser bricks with holes drilled in them (above left). 

How many species to visit your garden depends on the diversity of floral resources, nesting sites and the proximity to natural 

bushland. You can enhance this with flowering trees and shrubs such as eucalyptus, melaleuca, and callistemon but also flowering exotic 

ornamentals, herbs and vegetables. You will be surprised what may venture into your home garden habitat. 

https://www.aussiebee.com.au/pollination.html


Stunning Musk Lorikeets and the corymbia ficifolia 
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I am often amazed at the similarity between the facial plumage features of our various birds and the flora they feed on. Think of 

the yellow facial patch of the Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo amongst Coastal Banksia, the white facial patch of the New Holland Hon-

eyeater and the white blossom of Swamp Melaleuca. Has their plumage evolved to blend in with their food source when feeding? 

Well, another example is the colourings of the Musk Lorikeet among the flowering gum, corymbia ficifolia seen in the photos below. 

Above: The  Musk Lorikeet should not be confused with 

the Rainbow Lorikeet which is a common bird as well 

among the corymbia. Can you notice the difference?  

Thank you to local Cape Paterson resident Edwina for  

allowing me into her lovely garden on Surf Beach Rd to 

take these photos of the Muskies. 

The invertebrate pollinators have also been busy among the ficifo-

lia  - all the trees are abuzz with life and movement. 



Year of  the Frog ... 

Page 5  Cape Chatter  Issue No.  64  

A picture of a Brown Tree Frog from resident Glenn Satur  (top right) reminded 
me of how frogs around Australia and globally are all suffering declines from 
fragmentation, habitat loss, climate change, populations getting isolated and 
getting picked off by predators. There are more than 240 known frog species in 
Australia and more than 20 per cent are officially classed as threatened. But you 
can help by building frog habitat in your home gardens and doing some citizen 
science observations through the app FrogID.  

We are fortunate to have identified 8 species of frogs within The Cape and it 

is hoped this number will grow as wetland and creek line habitat creation de-

velops over time. You too can contribute to building frog habitat by placing 

structures in your home gardens. Several homes now have quite elaborate “frog 

ponds” and the effort is being rewarded with the calls of frogs night and day. 

But pond habitats do not need to be too elaborate and can be done on a small-

er self-build basis.  See https://australian.museum/inside-out/westpac-

employee-wellbeing-hub/how-to-make-a-frog-pond/ for ideas on how to build 

simple frog ponds. 

Launched in 2017 by the Australian Museum, the free FrogID app allows peo-

ple to record the calls of frogs whenever they hear them. A team of experts 

then listens to the calls and tries to identify them and the recordings tell them a 

lot about the environmental health of precise locations and frog populations.  

The Brown Tree Frog (Litoria ewingii)  is a small pale brown frog common around 

The Cape. It is distinctive from its golden iris and dark brown lines leading 

from the snout to behind the eyes. Interestingly, some individuals have a green 

back sometimes in the far west of their distribution range, and it appears 

Glenn’s photo (top right) has captured one such individual. The normal col-

ouring can be seen in a picture of mine (bottom right). 

In-air mating by Hoverflies—at it again! 

I managed to get a couple more photos of a pair of Hoverfly mating mid-air. Fascinating to see … and the one on the top is doing 

all the hard yards, gripping onto the underneath non-flying partner while still hovering about at an amazing repetition of wing 

beats! Such stamina! 

https://australian.museum/inside-out/westpac-employee-wellbeing-hub/how-to-make-a-frog-pond/
https://australian.museum/inside-out/westpac-employee-wellbeing-hub/how-to-make-a-frog-pond/


More behind the scenes action ... 
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In Cape Chatter No. 62, I included a story and some pictures from some sensor cameras installed on the border of The Cape and 

the Yallock-Bulluk Marine and Coastal Park by Parks Victoria, primarily to ascertain the extent of feral animals and nocturnal, 

small marsupials. We have just managed to process about 23000 images from the beginning of December through to mid January. 

It is fascinating to see these wild animals in their habitat well away from human presence and during the evening hours. Highlights 

from the photos were a Latham’s Snipe, healthy populations of Eastern Grey Kangaroo, plenty of Swamp Wallaby action and loads of 

Common Wombat activity including an adult and juvenile wombat foraging together. We have managed to capture a couple of ro-

dents on camera but at this stage I am unsure of the species. Other good news is that no feral cats have been seen but there is exten-

sive Red Fox action including evidence of how destructive they can be to native wildlife. Parks Victoria conducted fox eradication 

measures in these areas late last year, so hopefully continued vigilance will keep their numbers under control. They are a serious 

threat to our Hooded Plover chicks. Big thanks to Ranger Matt for working with us on this project. 

Above: Fox with Ringtail Possum catch in the south east Above: Male Roo having a stretch on his back—look at the claws 

Above: Adult and juvenile Common Wombat Above: Swamp Wallaby grazing 

Above:  Inquisitive male Kangaroo at the camera Above:  Adult Red Fox and two fox cubs on the prowl 



Email: dwhartney@bigpond.com 

The Cape is on the traditional land of the 

Bunurong people 

Nature Observations around 
The Cape 

The Cape Chatter blog is a periodic newsletter produced 

by resident of The Cape, David Hartney. You can sub-

scribe to receive it automatically by email by visiting  

https://capechatter.com and signing up. The website also 

contains all sorts of nature information and pictures of the 

ecology, flora and fauna at The Cape. 

All photos shown in Cape Chatter are taken by David 

Hartney unless otherwise credited. 

Feel free to contact David by email or through the website 

to report any nature observations at The Cape.  

capechatter.com 

Latham’s Snipe are about still 
The last survey of the season of the threatened Latham’s Snipe was conducted on 15th January. We managed to see 11 Snipe within 

The Cape boundaries in our designated habitat areas over a one and half hour period. This is the same result as this time last year 

but the there was variations in the locations. The most popular spot was the wetland ‘bog’ at the bottom of the central creek line 

and along the creek line itself, including some in the Top Dam. The south east natural wetland which is normally a popular spot 

only flushed out 2. The area is quite dry from the lack of rain so it seems they prefer more boggy areas where there is some water. 

Over recent days, Snipe have still being seen flying out of the creek line so if you walk quietly along the edge you may be fortunate 

enough to see one fly off in a zig-zag flight pattern and a noisy, squawky call. Resilient birds, seemingly happy next to the final stage 

construction! 

Below is a picture of a Latham’s Snipe taken by one of the sensor cameras on the border of The Cape. Snipe feed during the evening 

and roost during the day in low grassy areas where they can see any threats approaching. They will start migrating back to northern 

Japan in the next few weeks. Many thanks to residents Helen Temple, Joe Spano and my son Rhys for participating in the survey 

and for facing up to the challenges of snakes and some very big male Kangaroos standing in our path. The Roos won the standoff!! 

https://capechatter.com

