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Cape Chatter has been away at South Australiaõs Yorke Peninsula attending Birdlife Australiaõs 

Beach Nesting Bird Conference so apologies for the time between publications. The 

Conference brought together a group of very passionate experts, land managers and volun-

teers to hear about the ôstate of the nationõ of these vulnerable birds, including our very own 

local species, the Hooded Plover. There is still much to be done to arrest the decline of these 

bird species, but we came away very encouraged by the passion displayed by all involved 

along with good scientific research and management plans in place to support the ongoing 

protection and survival of the species. 

Above: Can you spot the tiny 7-8 day old chick located in between the two adult Hooded Plovers on our local 2nd 

Surf Beach earlier this year? Sadly this little bird didnõt get past the 12 day mark. 

At a national level, the high level threats to these birds continues to be the effects of climate change on beach and coastal structure 

causing dune reshaping and beach erosion. Off leash dogs, fox predation and human behaviours on beach nesting sites is also a high 

level threat across Australia. Medium level threats include the impact of coastal developments  with increased numbers of people on 

beaches and the growing numbers of predatory avian species (magpies and ravens) which tend to ômove inõ and increase in numbers 

when such developments occur. The work by Birdlife Australia and its supporters is about monitoring and gathering data to make 

informed decisions and develop plans to help these birds. A huge effort is also being made to raise community awareness through 

education and communication so that behaviours can be changed é hopefully we will start seeing the results of this hard work and 

advocacy. The 2021-22 breeding season is over  so there is much to do in preparation for the coming season. If you are interested in 

helping out in any capacity in your local area, then check out the Birdlife Australia website at: https://beachvol.birdlife.org.au/  

https://beachvol.birdlife.org.au/
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The final breeding results for beach nesting birds along the Bass Coast from San Remo to Inverloch are in with some mixed results. 

Last yearõs Hooded Plover fledge numbers rose from a disastrous 5 birds to 11 (the yearly average is 11 to 12). All the fledged birds 

were west of nearby Harmerõs Haven with success at the more remote beaches including the Desalination Beach, Powlett River, 

Kilcunda and George Bass Coastal Walk Sandy Waterhole.  Unfortunately, no Hooded Plover chicks fledged from Harmerõs Haven 

east to Inverloch, which includes the Cape Paterson coastal area. The threats at play outlined on the previous page are definitely at 

work here. 

We continue to get zero breeding 

outcomes of  Hooded Plovers along 

the Cape Paterson coast ... 

Four Red-capped Plovers and two Pied 

Oystercatchers chicks fledged at Inverlochõs 

Ayr Creek Lagoon but there were no re-

ports of  Sooty Oystercatchers. 

Above: Red-capped Plover chicks are extremely small and vulnerable 

like Hooded Plover chicks until they fledge. 

Above: Pied Oystercatcher chicks are a little more robust than their 

smaller beach-nesting counterparts. 

Over the winter months, the Hooded Plover birds will flock 

into groups of varying size before pairing up in Spring lead-

ing into the breeding season at which time they will estab-

lish and protect nesting sites. A flock of 8 Hoodies has been 

seen consistently along the local 2nd Surf Beach and west of 

F Break in the past few days ð it  is a popular flocking site. 


