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The past week or so has been an amazing time @armu@dpefor birdlife and it has emphasised

On the return pastt 6 the important role the open habitats play in supporting some of our beautiful feathered friends. Sinc
small south east we I July, we have had occasional observations of the sBiuamigged Parirothe south west of the

estate, but since the 10 September, we have had daily sightings of a flock (sometimes around 22 bir
foraging in the grassy open habitats. And they are not the only birds who rely on this habitat. To top
off a great week, we have a new species identified in the wetlands, with a recoAdistyalfaam

Spotted Cratadl and it was a mere 20 meters away from a sdcretivé n Iisted aR eulindrablé

which was also calling. These varied habitats are really beginning to attract and house an amazing «
of wildlife, including many threatened species. Our bird species count is nb2@up to
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Bluewinged Parrots (B&v@®)xmall birds about the size Bidgerigamd feed mainly on the ground on herbaceous plants and
weeds. They are listed as a vulnerable species. Not a lot is known about their breeding habitats and movemeBtg]lffe the local

Australia Bass Cahsipter are undertaking a project to find out more about them, and these obserVatdDaprare provid-
ing important information to help better understand and secure their future.

STOP PRESSrthe first observations for this season of the vulndrable h a nhae beemreppreed withihe

Cape These amazing intercontinental migratory waders are arriving to spend the next few months to feed and recharge after
exhausting five plus day journey from northern Japan and north east Russia where Tihey@apedonducts three annual

surveys as partoftheat h a md s asdrour firgt cofnting acaviytis next week. | will share more information about these
amazing birds and what is being done to understand them better in coming eQajon<bhtter.
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TheBlw@wi nged Parr ot é what

Apart from being amazingly beautiful little birds, not a lot is known about these grass parrots, but enough is knwied to be wo
about their future. Recent observations suggest they may be on a similar survival trajectory as their close calysemdhe-criti
geredOrangkeellied Parrdhese birds inhabit south east Australia, Tasmania and larger islands in Bass Strait and south and west
Gippsland is also their domain. They are ground feeding parrots and nest in small hollow openings of fallen brasithes and tree
also in rotten fence poBtsheir breeding season commences from September. It is believed their mainland movements are alon
south east and into the saarid inland, but it is known that Tasmanian birds migrate to the mainland in March after tleeding a
return during Septemb@ctober. Sb are the birds dathe CapeTasmaniaBWPon their way home or are they mainland birds

ready to breed in the area? No one knows at this stage.

Left: This trio of birds appear to be from the
left: female, male (brighter yellow face) and a
juvenile (dull colouring)

What are they eating?

This is the third year in a row the birds have been
observed afthe Capeand in pasture nearby west

of Wilson Rd at the F Break car park. Based on
these observations, it appears they are currently
very fond of feeding on weeds that have appeared
in areas where recent soil disturbance has occurred.
In particular, their most popular plartesastium
glomeratsticky mouse ear chickweed) which the
male is sitting in the photo left and the bird is eat-
ing on the cover page. There is also an abundance
of thick capeweed which they roost and hide in.

The birds are extremely well camouflaged and quickly take to flight
when disturbed, but generally return to the same feeding spot.

The preferred habitat of BWP is samp
flats, farmlands and coastal heath. Mog
commonly known foods are the

seeds/fruits of grasses, herbs and wee
such asarcocornia, sclerostegia, suaed
barb grass, groumddela d y 6 st

Based on these observatidrise Cape

developer is exploring areas where si
habitat can be developed and mowing
regi meds al t éNoveeriod

to encourage food sources for the birds Enlarge the photo and see if you can find 18 BWP!



