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Cape Chatter
A grassy drainage line into biodiverse water habitat ...
Back in February 2021 I did an issue of Cape Chatter (6 Feb 21, No.34), which focussed on the importance of the wetlands and creek line chain of ponds, their role in not only providing important habitat spaces for flora and fauna, but also their function as a water harvesting and filtration system for the
water flowing from the home gardens, streetscapes and swales structures which have been built into
the urban design of the estate. Since the first sods were turned in 2019 and again in 2020, there has
been a remarkable transformation of these habitat areas. So, over the last couple of weeks, I have been
concentrating on having a good look at how they are developing and identifying some of the fauna
species which call these habitat areas home.

Overflow pond

Convergence pond

Southern pond

Yallock-Bulluk Marine and Coastal Park

Many thanks to The Cape for letting me use this great aerial photo of the creek line chain of ponds running north-south through
the centre of the estate and the main central wetland complex of four ponds at the bottom of the creek line. The new east-west
chain of ponds (three) completed in September can be seen centre left with adjoining Yallock-Bulluk Coastal Park in the bottom left.
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A recap on how the system works ...
The way I view the chain of ponds and wetlands at The Cape is that, not only are they interesting flora and fauna habitats to sit by
quietly and watch the world go by, they perform a very important hydrological function. I think of them as closed loop/feedback
water harvesting and filtration systems, and they are key feature of the sustainable, ecological landscape design of The Cape.
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There is an important relationship between the various habitats of the estate and water which I have tried to show in this series of
habitat pictures above. In simple terms it goes like this: in our home gardens [1], water transpires from our plants and some of the
excess from rain flows into the verges/swales along with water from hard surfaces of the streetscapes [2]; the water in the swales
flows into the creek lines/pond chain [3]connected to the wetlands [4]; excess water is released into remnant swamps/wetlands
within the estate and Yallock-Bulluk MCP [5] and finally, in times of good rainfall, there is an occasional flushing out of the water into
the ocean where it evaporates and condenses to create precipitation, starting the whole process over again. Not only is it a ‘water
cycle’, but each component is providing vital habitat along the journey. The wetlands could be considered the ‘kidneys’ of this water
harvesting system in The Cape – a simple, natural healthy ecosystem!

Something from nothing
We have an amazing opportunity to observe
and monitor this landscape feature of The
Cape because we started with a blank canvas
and can now see how an ecosystem evolves
from nothing. Think about this - three years
ago, our ponds/wetlands were no more than
drainage lines and low-lying depressions of degraded pasture land, and today they are pulsing
with some amazing life forms—and it is all
pretty much at the back door to enjoy!
So let’s get a snapshot of how things looked
back in 2020 and how they appear today, from a
series of photo points we have established
throughout the system, looking at three ponds
in particular (marked on the aerial photo).
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The southern pond … the junction of the wetland, the bog and chain of ponds
This is one of my favourite spots in this water based ecosystem. It is where the water enters the major wetland from the chain of
ponds to the north and the newly constructed ponds in the west. It also provides a flow of excess water into the ‘bog’, a retained
natural boggy marsh that is a favourite for many waterbirds, especially the migratory Latham’s Snipe from northern Japan which
spends the summer here.

Above: The southern end, April 2020 just before the creek
line works were started, drainage line with the ‘bog’ back left.

Above: The southern end, October 2020. The small pond before
the water enters the wetlands.

Above: The southern end now, 16 November 2022.

Above Left: This week, an Australian Swamphen chick was seen in
this location. Above Right: I have seen Latham’s Snipe daily in the
‘bog’ over the past week.

Cape Chatter

Issue No. 84

Page 4

The convergence pond ... another lovely spot
The convergence pond is another great spot, where water from the two creek line/chain of ponds come together. It is a popular
spot for all types of freshwater and land birds.

Clockwise from above: Convergence pond, May
2020, October 2020 and November 2022.

Clockwise from above left: Last week, a Superb Fairy-wren family have
been busily foraging and tending to a nearby nest; a Chestnut Teal pair are
regular users, and Latham’s Snipe are comfortable roosting here!
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Just south of the old farm dam (the top pond) is an overflow pond which is rich
in nutrient and growing as a great small habitat. Eastern Rosella are regularly seen
here near a nesting box, Pacific Black Duck forage in the water and Australasian
Swamphen are regular visitors. Peregrine Falcon have been observed in the tree stag.

Clockwise from above left: Peregrine Falcon on the lookout, overflow pond
October 2020, November 2022, Pacific Black Duck, Eastern Rosella on nesting
box, and Eastern Rosella sitting on the fence near the overflow.
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Searching a little deeper in the water …
It is not just above the ground and among the foliage where the wetlands and ponds are interesting, there is a whole unseen microworld in the water. Fellow Cape resident Robyn Walter is an enthusiastic explorer of freshwater invertebrates and is an active volunteer in monitoring water quality in urban wetlands in south east Melbourne. She is now applying her knowledge in checking the
creek and wetlands at The Cape to see what tiny freshwater invertebrate creatures are in the waterways which will help determine
how healthy the ecosystem is, and seeing if the ‘filtration’ system is working. Last week, Robyn did a couple of quick ‘catches’ and the
initial results are promising. Chatter is going to photograph the findings—we just need to finetune the outdoor laboratory and macro
photography skills!

Above: Dragonfly nymph discovered in the southern pond by Robyn, and right, the mature Dragonfly it becomes. Below: Some of the
other invertebrates that Robyn is still identifying. She found around 20 different species in two separate locations.

Spoonbill time …bird
#124
A new bird for the list! A Yellow-billed
Spoonbill (left) was spotted next to
Wilson Rd last week and several Royal
Spoonbill have also been about with
the recent rain providing lots of foraging opportunity in the wet and
boggy paddocks. Not often seen
around here … so a lovely and surprising observation and bird #124!

The people building this ecosystem ...
None of this could’ve happened without the vision of Brendan Condon and his teams from Australian Ecosystems and Sustainable Landscaping. From the outset, the skills of Paul Oakley and now Joel Kent have been keenly applied to this huge landscape project. Joel has
been supported by a great bunch of people, including Jay, Dave, Rod, James plus many others and as these projects near completion, I
would just like to recognise their efforts—all done with humour and smiles despite the tough weather conditions. Well done team!!
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The Cape Chatter blog is a periodic newsletter produced
by resident of The Cape, David Hartney. You can subscribe to receive it automatically by email by visiting
https://capechatter.com and signing up. The website also
contains all sorts of nature information and pictures of the
ecology, flora and fauna at The Cape.
All photos shown in Cape Chatter are taken by David
Hartney unless otherwise credited.
Feel free to contact David by email or through the website
to report any nature observations at The Cape.

Email: dwhartney@bigpond.com
The Cape is on the traditional land of the
Bunurong people

capechatter.com

