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Inside this issue: 

Cape Chatter 

Cape Chatter is back for it’s fourth year—can you believe that! I hope you enjoyed the two Special Edi-

tions from the Sub-Antarctic Islands—a remote and beautiful location in the Southern Ocean, which we 

had the privilege to see. I had so many photographs that I just had to share a few of them! 

But now, Chatter is back into the swing of things locally and I have spent a good many days on our 

beautiful Bunurong coastline monitoring the vulnerable Hooded Plovers with other devoted and passionate 

Hoodie monitors. Along with some successful vulnerable Latham’s Snipe surveys with other volunteers 

from the estate, there has been plenty happening in and around The Cape over summer.  

We are on the cusp of a very successful Cape Pat-

erson Hooded Plover breeding season. As I write 

this, there are 2 chicks very close to fledging … or 

they may have and we haven’t observed it yet. One 

chick is 41 days old and another 40 days. They 

normally fledge from about 35 days but for some 

reason, this year, they are taking a bit longer and 

staying close to the parents. There are 2 chicks at 

the Pea Creek area about 23 days old and another 

west of Wilson Rd which is 19 days. They are all 

through the crucial first two weeks of development 

so we are hopeful of getting most of them across 

the line and into the air. This would be a great re-

sult, as we haven’t had a bird fledge in the Cape 

area for three breeding seasons. 

Above: Near adult size, this 39 day old Hoodie 

chick is now 41 days and is till keeping close to 

it’s parents and while it has been seen flying 

short distances and stretching it’s wings, it re-

mains in the natal territory. You can see the red 

emerging on the bill and the orange ring around 

the eye. The scalloping plumage on the back 

will also slowly transform into a grey colour 

and the grey head will remain ‘speckled’ for 

about a year until it becomes black. 

Right: One of the two chicks at Pea Creek 

which is about 20 days old in this photo. The 

pair are growing rapidly, with fluffy plumage and 

are about half the size of their parents. They are 

busy foraging on the beach and among the rocks 

near Pea Creek and along Undertow Bay. 



Down by the seaside ... 
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The time spent down on the beach Hoodie monitoring has allowed 

observation of what is about along our beaches and rocky shores. 

Swathes, literally by the thousands, of migratory Short-tailed Shear-

waters (or Muttonbirds) feeding on the wing have been common 

along the coast during daylight hours. Other migratory birds spot-

ted include the Golden Pacific Plover and Red-necked Stint, sometimes 

seen hanging about with the Hoodies. Another local shorebird seen 

in flocks of 6-8 include the Sooty Oystercatcher. There have been 

surprisingly good sized flocks of at least 14 White-faced Heron feed-

ing on the rocky platforms which occasionally wander inland over 

The Cape. We have also had several beach-wrecked Fluttering 

Shearwater found along 2nd Surf and some beach-washed Australian 

Gannet.  

Above: The tiny Red-necked Stint is a migratory wader from 

Siberia, a round trip of 25,000 km. 

Left: Local beach nesting shorebirds the Sooty Oystercatcher and 

Hooded Plover  share the rocks along the coast to forage. The 

Hoodies, although smaller, keep the Oystercatchers at bay and 

well away from their chicks. 

Below: Migratory waders from Alaska, the beautiful Pacific 

Golden Plover, ‘dance’ across the water as they land in shallow 

water. 

Below: The flock of  White-faced Heron have been foraging on the 

rocky platforms along the F Break coast and keeping the Hoodies 

alert as they defend their territory and protect their chicks. 



Freshwater & wetland wanderings ... 
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The wetlands have been quieter than normal for duck species and numbers of birds … I put it down to the inland of south east 

Australia being quite drenched providing better breeding conditions than the coast. However, there has been some interesting 

observations. 

Above: The Wilson Rd dam Black Swans have produced 5 cygnets again—they have bred here every year since our observations 

started in 2019. Also seen on the dam over summer were a Black-fronted Dotterel and chick and a Hoary-headed Grebe and chicks. 

Above: The new east-west ponds and central creek line/wetland complex has been supporting a family of 10 Pacific Black Duck X 

Mallard hybrid. Usually, quite a few of the ducklings do not make it but this family unit looks well established. 



Wetlands continued ... 
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Our third Latham’s Snipe count on 14 January was a ripper—our best yet, with 33 birds flushed during the morning survey which 

was three times better than any previous count. The south east remnant coastal heath/wetland and the constructed central wet-

land/’bog’ complex remain the preferred sites for these birds. They have also been using the central creek line a lot this season and 

birds have been seen no more than 50 m from nearby homes roosting during the day, showing they are happy to co-exist within the 

development and its constructed environment which suits them. 

Latham’s Snipe is listed as a vulnerable species in Victoria. These remarkable birds fly around 12500 km from their breeding 

grounds in northern Japan to escape the freezing northern hemisphere and spend the warmer months in southern Australia. This 

journey can take many days and usually includes several stops—they arrive depleted and exhausted. They begin their return journey 

in February. We had sightings here as late as last week. They are tough little birds and it is a real treat to have them around The 

Cape where special habitat has been retained in the landscape for them. Our surveys work toward helping in their survival and 

maintenance of their habitat. 

Another welcome visitor returning to The Cape over 

summer was the Black-fronted Dotterel, first spotted by resi-

dent Joe Spano and other residents and visitors recently. 

This bird usually likes the open edges of waterways where 

it can see it’s threats, and it has been seen near the central 

creek line and top dam area within the estate … and wan-

dering further afield along the street swales! 

The Black-fronted Dotterel  is often mistaken for a Hooded Plover—

there are similarities in the eye and bill and protective behaviour. 



What’s been happening in the home garden habitats ... 
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The estate’s home gardens are developing into biodiversity habitats providing important food and shelter for a range of species. 

Despite the dry summer … the nearby wetlands of The Cape are providing the ideal breeding grounds for freshwater inverte-

brates which venture into the wider estate for our enjoyment to watch! In the garden, there has been an interesting range of 

dragonfly species this summer, some new native fly species I haven’t seen before and the occasional, beautiful native Blue-banded 

Bee.  

Clockwise from top left: Some of the beautiful Dragonflies seen in the garden this summer: the Blue Skimmer, a Yellow-striped Hunter (I 

think) and the stunning Eastern Pygmyfly, a Golden Native Drone Fly and the very busy Blue-banded Bee. 



In the home garden … continued 
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Above: Two-Striped Fly and right: a native Hover Fly 

(Austalis pulchela) are important pollinators on our gardens. 

Left: Plenty of Lowland Copperhead snake sightings in 

the estate and Southern Grass Skink in the gardens. 

Bush birds such as New Holland Honeyeater (left) and Silvereye (right) are 

coming in to the garden to clean up on nectar and spiders respectively. 



Email: dwhartney@bigpond.com 

The Cape is on the traditional land of the 

Bunurong people 

Nature Observations around 
The Cape 

The Cape Chatter blog is a periodic newsletter produced 

by resident of The Cape, David Hartney. You can sub-

scribe to receive it automatically by email by visiting  

https://capechatter.com and signing up. The website also 

contains all sorts of nature information and pictures of the 

ecology, flora and fauna at The Cape. 

All photos shown in Cape Chatter are taken by David 

Hartney unless otherwise credited. 

Feel free to contact David by email or through the website 

to report any nature observations at The Cape.  

capechatter.com 

And a couple of  furry creatures to round things off  ... 
An older, male Eastern Grey Kangaroo resting under a Casuarina (Sheoak) tree out of the weather this morning in our home garden … 

right next to the road and a good reason to drive slowly and carefully around the estate with many native animals such as wombats 

and echidna out and about at the moment!  

Oh …. And a 

Hare, an intro-

duced species 

that seems to be 

quite happy 

roaming around 

the estate at the 

moment. Not 

sure where it 

resides, but it 

get’s around. 

Just go to love 

those beautiful 

EYES!!!! 

https://capechatter.com

