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Another special edition from the Sub-Antarctic Islands before we resume our nature observations around 

The Cape in 2023. 

In the southern latitudes of the Roaring Forties and Furious Fifties of the Southern Ocean, well south of the 

Australian mainland and New Zealand and north of Antarctica, lies a group of islands known as the 

Sub-Antarctic Islands. The last edition covered The Snares, Auckland Islands and Australia’s Macquarie Is-

land. In this second instalment, we travel north-east of Macquarie Island into the Albatross Latitudes—the 

Campbell’s, Antipodes, Bounty and Chatham Islands of New Zealand.   

Our expedition ship the Heritage Adventurer lies anchored in Perseverance Harbour, Campbell Island. We were fortunate to experience 

smooth and mild weather allowing for zodiac exploration of the island’s rugged coastline and a shore landing to walk into the  up-

per reaches of the island. Zodiac cruising is the only form of transport from ship to shore and also for exploring the islands ‘nooks 

and crannies’ when we were not permitted to put ashore because of environmental sensitivities. It still allowed us to get relatively 

close to see and photograph the wildlife such as this Southern Rockhopper Penguin, another of the crested penguin species.  



Campbell Island … Albatross central 
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Six species of Albatross breed on Campbell Island—including the Campbell Albatross which breeds nowhere else in the world and the 

giant Southern Royal Albatross. Clockwise from bottom left: Southern Royal Albatross, Campbell Albatross, a Campbell Albatross breeding 

colony on the island’s cliffs and closeup of a Campbell Albatross. 

Bottom Left: The Campbell Island Shag, another of the endemic shags of the sub-Antarctic Islands. Bottom Right: The flightless Camp-

bell Island Teal, reportedly the world’s rarest duck, has been rediscovered and re-introduced to the main island—now predator free!! 



The Antipodes ... 
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A rugged rocky outcrop—the youngest and most remote of the Sub-Antarctic Islands, home to the beautiful Antipodean Albatross, 

whose population is in decline and classified as endangered. It is a sub-species of New Zealand Wandering Albatross. 

Above Left: The endangered Light-mantled Albatross, the 

‘ballerina’ of the oceans, is a stunning bird that also breeds on 

the Antipodes. 



The Bounty Islands … of  the ‘mutiny’ fame 
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The northern most of the Sub-Antarctic Islands, the Bounty Islands ‘resemble the last vestiges of a disappearing land mass—the tips of 

the submerged Bounty Platform’. It is rarely visited and its remoteness and lack of safe anchorages are off-putting—zodiac cruising 

only! It is home to arguably the world’s rarest cormorant—the endemic Bounty Island Shag (pictured below), numbering about 1500 

birds. It is also a breeding ground for the vulnerable Salvin’s Albatross (pictured at the bottom).  



The Chatham Islands … the last island chain 
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The most northern island chain of our journey brings us to the Chatham Island —not classified as a Sub-Antarctic Island, but still a 

rugged, remote and unique environment situated east of the South Island of New Zealand. Some of the islands thrust out of the wild 

ocean, and one in particular, the Pyramid Rock, is a huge nesting colony for the endemic Chatham Albatross.  

Clockwise from Top Left: The rocky island outcrops of the Chatham Archipela-

go, a Buller’s Albatross, a Chatham Albatross and the Pyramid Rock with the albatross 

colony. 

Above: Buller’s Albatross (left) and Chatham Albatross (right) resting on the water—not a common occurrence.  



A few other species along the way … before we finish 
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The Cape Chatter blog is a periodic newsletter produced by resident of The Cape, David Hartney. You can subscribe to receive it automatically by email by visiting  

https://capechatter.com and signing up on the Home Page. All photos shown in Cape Chatter are taken by David Hartney unless otherwise credited. 

Clockwise from Top Left: Northern Giant Petrel near the Chatham Islands; an Antarctic Prion (I think—as there are several Prion spe-

cies that look very similar and have subtle differences; and finally, the majestic, but endangered, Northern Royal Albatross, gliding 

gracefully over the Chatham Rise on our return to Invercargill, South Island, New Zealand … and the end of a fantastic expedition! 

https://capechatter.com

